HARDWICK PARISH COUNCIL
| hereby give notice that the Meeting of the Parish Council will be held
on Wednesday 15 October 2025 at 7.00 pm at The Cabin at St Mary’s

The Public and Press are cordially invited to be present. The order of business may be varied at the Chairman’s
discretion.
All members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend for the purpose of considering and resolving upon

the business to be transacted at the meeting as set out below. m

Mrs Gail Stoehr, Clerk,
10/10/25
AGENDA
Open Public Session to enable residents and the public to make representations and comments to the
Parish Council on items on this agenda and to receive reports from the County & District Councillors

1 To receive apologies for absence
2. Declarations of interest
2.1 To receive declarations of interests from Clirs on items on the agenda and details of
dispensations held
2.2  To receive written requests for dispensation and grant any as appropriate for items on this

agenda
3. To approve the minutes of the previous meeting
4, Matters arising or deferred from the last or previous meetings for discussion/decision

41  (4.2) Replacement bench at Cambridge Road - to clarify fixing arrangements (©
4.2 (4.3) Resident request that the Parish Council purchases a new Android tablet to download
MVAS data — to consider make, model and specification “*
43  (4.6) Alternative options to zip ties on play equipment — to consider recommendation A%
4.4 (4.9) Biodiversity funds received — to consider options for spending
4.5 (7.6) St Neots Road street lights ownership query — to consider response
4.6 (8) Invitation to meeting and CCTV — to consider Police response
5. Finance, risk assessment and procedural matters
5.1 To consider any quotes for urgent work required because of risk and the Clerk’s use of
delegated powers
5.1.1 Removal of post and wire fence at Limes Road — to consider quotation if received
5.1.2 to consider quotes for the removal of trees in the Spinney adj to Ashmead Drive
5.2 To receive play areas and skate park inspection reports and consider if any work is required
5.3 To receive the financial report and approve the payment of bills
5.4 To appoint two members to authorise payments at the bank
5.5 To set the date of the December meeting
5.6 PKF Littlejohn Conclusion of Annual Audit
5.7 To consider quotes for tree works in the Spinney adjacent to 15 Ashmead Drive
6. To consider any planning applications and decision notices and tree works applications *
6.1 Planning applications and appeals
6.2 To note any planning responses made between meetings using delegated powers
6.3  SCDC decision and appeal notices and correspondence
6.4  Tree works applications
6.4.1  25/0993/TTCA — 8 Main Street
7. Members reports and items for information only unless otherwise stated
7.1 New Housing Developments and Planning Obligations 7
7.2 Community Centre update P
7.3 Highways Working Group Report
7.4 Proposal that the Parish Council
1 decides where the Bus Shelter is required to be installed. Mark it on a map. By the existing
bus stop | assume!
2 Get Permission to Install Bus Shelter, request agreement from Highways Projects for the PC
to have the bus shelter installed in Highways space.
3 get quotes from 3 bus shelter providers to provide and install a unit similar to shelter opposite?
4 Not sure if HPC needs to keep some funds back specifically for maintenance

* NB Some planning and tree works applications may not be specifically listed on this agenda but may still be considered by the Parish
Council due to the time constraints of making a recommendation to the District Council. For more information see the current planning
application consultations on https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/online-applications/

Mrs Gail Stoehr, Clerk to Hardwick Parish Council, 30 West Drive, Highfields Caldecote, Cambridge, CB23 7NY
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5 Query solar light inside? Will depend on trees? PC knows the suppliers - allow about £1500
for light.

8. To consider any correspondence/communications requiring formal noting by or a decision
8.1 Cam Valley Cricket Club — Request to use Hardwick Recreation Ground as a home ground
8.2 CCC — Request for Winter gritting volunteers
8.3 Resident request for a waste bin at the Meridian Fields play area
8.4 Resident — concerns about the proposed community centre building

9. Closure of meeting

* NB Some planning and tree works applications may not be specifically listed on this agenda but may still be considered by the Parish
Council due to the time constraints of making a recommendation to the District Council. For more information see the current planning
application consultations on https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/online-applications/
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REPORT TO HARDWICK PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON 15 OCTOBER 2025

Type or copy website links into your browser for more information.

Where supporting information is available this may be found below or in the attached supporting papers.

1.

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.6

4.8

5.

To receive apologies for absence — will be reported to the meeting.

To approve the minutes of the previous meeting on 17 September — attached

Matters arising or deferred from the last or previous meetings for discussion/decision

(4.2) Replacement bench at Cambridge Road - to clarify fixing arrangements
Deferred at the last meeting - ClIr Giddings to report. Can the bench now be ordered and who is to
take delivery?

(4.3) Resident request that the Parish Council purchases a new Android tablet to download MVAS
data — to consider make, model and specification “*
Deferred at the last meeting.

(4.6) Alternative options to zip ties on play equipment — to consider recommendation A®
Deferred at the last meeting.

(4.9) Biodiversity funds received — to consider options for spending
Deferred at the last meeting.

(7.6) St Neots Road street lights ownership query — to consider response if received
Hill have not responded at the time of writing. SCDC has confirmed that they only have
responsibility for the lights as shown on their website.

(8) Invitation to meeting and CCTV — to consider Police response

“Regarding parish council meetings we unfortunately do not have the time to attend these as we
have approx. 135 villages and towns to cover. If any further issues arise from parish council
meetings you can always email myself Tom Lazaro and John Coppard who | have copied into this
email.

Any further questions please do not hesitate in contacting us.”

Other:

(4.5) Overhanging hedge at Egremont Road

On checking after the meeting, the overhanging section of hedge had been cut back so a letter was
not sent.

(8.1 of 20.8.25) Bollard at the Church Play area

Clerk’s note: It has not been possible to contact the farmer concerned as despite enquiries | don’t
have sufficient information about their name and contact details and asks whether members are
able to provide details so a letter can be sent.

Finance and risk assessment and procedural matters

5.1 To consider any quotes for urgent work required because of risk and Clerk’s use of delegated

5.1.1

5.1.2

powers
At the request of the insurers, the Clerk used delegated powers to appoint ETS to undertake an

arboriculture report at a cost of £325.00 plus VAT.

The Clerk has used delegated powers for the following:

e To approve the order of two seats at Egremont Road play area as the others were removed
and disposed of by ARD as they were unsuitable to be replaced

Removal of post and wire fence at Limes Road — to consider quotation if received

A resident has reported that the Parish Council fence in Limes Road (opposite number 46), which is
amongst some trees and bushes near the recreation ground, has fallen down.

The posts look as though they have broken off at ground level where they have rotted and the
strands of wire are still attached. The fence is no longer required as the trees and plants have grown
to form a hedge. A quotation to remove the fence has been requested and will be brought to the
meeting if received.

to consider quotes for the removal of trees in the Spinney adj to Ashmead Drive - circulated




5.2 To receive play areas and skate park inspection reports and consider if any work is required

53 To receive the financial report and approve the payment of bills - Attached.

54 To appoint two members to authorise payments at the bank

5.5  To set the date of the December meeting
The date of the December meeting needs to be brought forward to 10 December as the office will be
closed for the Christmas break on Wednesday 17 December and the Clerk will be on annual leave.

5.6 PKF Littlejohn Conclusion of Annual Audit
An interim report was issued on 30" Sept. The audit has now been concluded and published.

6. Planning
6.1 Planning applications and appeals

NB Some planning applications may not be specifically listed on this agenda but may still be
considered by the Parish Council due to the time constraints of making a recommendation to the
District Council. For more information see the current planning application consultations and
appeals on https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/online-applications/

None at the time of writing.

6.2 To note any planning responses made between meetings using delegated powers
None.

6.3 SCDC decision and appeal notices and correspondence
6.3.1 25/01953/FUL — Land at the rear of Alexandra House, 345A St Neots Road — Erection of 2 No. two
bedroom semi-detached chalet bungalows — Permission granted by SCDC.

6.4  Tree works applications
Tree works applications may now be viewed on the SCDC Planning Portal. NB Some tree works
applications may not be specifically listed on this agenda but may still be considered by the Parish
Council due to the time constraints of making a recommendation to the District Council. For more
information see the current tree works application consultations on
https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/online-applications/

8. To consider any correspondence/communications received requiring formal noting by or a
decision of the Council
8.1 Cam Valley Cricket Club — Request to use Hardwick Recreation Ground as a home ground
“I am the Secretary of a new club, Cam Valley Cricket Club, which we are in the process of
registering with the Cambridgeshire Cricket Association for the 2026 season.
We are currently looking for a home ground, and came across Hardwick Recreation Ground. We
looked in detail about the ground, which we believe is heavily underused for the community.
We would like to enquire about:
e Availability of the cricket pitch for Saturday and Sunday league matches (April to September —
approximately 7—10 home games on each day).
e The possibility of booking a midweek evening for practice sessions.
e Costs for seasonal hire and what is included (pavilion, changing facilities, pitch preparation,
outfield maintenance, etc.).
e  Whether the pitch can be prepared for use by April 2026
As a community-focused club, we would also welcome the chance to involve local Hardwick
players, and we are very keen to contribute positively to the village sporting community.
| would be very grateful if you could share the details of availability, hire charges, and any
requirements from our side.

8.2  CCC — Winter gritting volunteers
“This is a request for winter volunteers for this winter season 2025-2026.

We would like to take this opportunity to say a big thank you to all the volunteers that took part in our
Community Gritting Scheme last winter.



8.3

8.4

For those hearing about the Community Gritting Scheme for the first time, this is a scheme where
Local volunteers can help to keep their community moving in freezing weather. Under this scheme,
the parish or town council decides on specific routes in their area which are important to the local
community and agrees them with the county council.

If you are a parish or town council looking to join the scheme, please send your completed
form by 31° October 2025. The end of October deadline is to ensure we can order any equipment
your volunteers will need.

We will need a form for each of your volunteers, including those who have volunteered before. The
form is required annually ensure our health and safety standards are being met.

See below for a link to the Community Gritting registration form:

http://cambridgeshire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Community gritting registration form

For further information please see our web page:

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/qritting-
roads-cycleways-and-paths/help-with-gritting-and-clearing-snow/

If you would prefer a paper form, please let me know.

If you spot a grit bin that is empty or running low, please let us know through our online reporting
tool.”

Resident request for a waste bin at the Meridian Fields play area

Earlier this year a resident asked whether a litter bin could be installed at the play area at Meridian
Fields, as she thought there was only a dog bin there, and that was overflowing with food waste and
litter. Dan Brown of Hill had said he thought one had been installed, and has since told us that the
red bin on a post at the playground is in fact a general waste bin rather than a dog bin, although it is
used for dog waste.

The Parish Council to consider whether another general waste bin is required.

Resident — concerns about the proposed community centre building — attached.

Closure of meeting
The next meeting is scheduled to take place on Wednesday 17 September 2025.
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Hardwick Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 17 September 2025 at 7.00 pm
Held at The Cabin at St Mary’s, Hardwick

Present: Councillors: P Joslin (Chair), J Armisen, O Awoyinka, B Coxall, | Giddings and S
Rose.

In attendance: 1 member of the public, District ClIr Lina Nieto, and Mrs A Griffiths (Minutes
Secretary, LGS Services).

Open public session including reports from the County and District Councillors
On a proposition by the Chair, the public session was not taken at this point.

1. To receive apologies for absence
Apologies were received from CllIr Gill (out of parish).

2. Declarations of interest

2.1 To receive declarations of interests from Clirs on items on the agenda and details of
dispensations held
Cllr Rose declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 7.2 as a Trustee, Guarantor and
Director member of the Hardwick Community Centre Charity.
ClIr Giddings declared an interest in item 7.6 as a member of the Hardwick Sports
and Social Club.

2.2 To receive written requests for dispensation and grant any as appropriate for items
on this agenda
None received.

3. To approve the minutes of the previous meeting
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting on 20 August 2025 be approved and
Signed by the Chairman as a true record. (Prop SR, 2nd BC, carried with 3 in favour and 2 abstentions)

4. Matters arising or deferred from the last or previous meetings for
discussion/decision

4.1 (4.1) Outstanding S106 funding Capstone Fields Pedestrian Islands, bus shelter and
Miller's Way — proposal that the Council makes a formal complaint to the County
Council CEOQ that they are retaining funds which should have been paid over to the
Parish Council and that they should pay the funds over without any further delay
The Deed of Variation has now been signed and a copy received and subsequently
been received and the payment initiated.
Clir Awoyinka arrived during this item at 7.10 pm.
ClIr Nieto was provided with the background to this item and offered to write to CCC.

4.2 (4.8) Replacement bench at Cambridge Road - to clarify fixing arrangements and
consider request for the purchase of an angle grinder
RESOLVED to accept Clir Giddings’s recommendation, that having taken a look at
the existing bench, he did not consider it necessary to purchase an angle grinder.
RESOLVED to send ClIr Giddings a link to the Parish Council’s preferred bench so
that he can check the dimensions and fixing arrangements and report back to the
next meeting.

4.3 (4.12) Resident request that the Parish Council purchases a new Android tablet to
download MVAS data
Deferred to the next meeting.

4.4 (5.1) To consider quotation for removal of vegetation from the play area side of the
wall at Grenadier Walk
RESOLVED to accept the quotation from RH Landscapes for £400.00 plus VAT to
remove the vegetation from the Parish Council’s side of the wall at Grenadier Walk,
to enable the building work to go ahead. (o 6. 2d BC, unanimous)

4.5 (5.1) Overhanging section of hedge on Egremont Road — update

Hardwick Parish Council Minutes Wednesday 17 September 2025
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4.6

4.7

4.8

4.9

4.0.10

5.2

5.3

RESOLVED, given that the work had not been carried out as requested, and there
had been no response from the contractor, to ask them for a date for the work and
inform them that if they were unable to complete it within seven days, the Parish
Council would cancel the order, and award it to another contractor. P SR 219 1G.

unanimous)

(8.1) Alternative options to zip ties on play equipment — to consider recommendation
RESOLVED, given that Clir Gill was not present, to defer this item to the next
meeting.

(8.2) Resident offer of horse chestnut tree
RESOLVED to respond thanking the resident for their kind offer, but the Council
regrets it must decline as it does not have a suitable location for the tree.

(8.2 of 16.4.25) Request for bulb planting on Parish Council land by the Church

Jane Humphries, on behalf of the Cabin Crew grounds team, outlined the plans for
planting daffodils on the east side of the Church, under the horse chestnut tree and
village sign and map along the path up to the lych gate. Two thousand bulbs had
been purchased and It was hoped that families and individuals would buy a batch of
bulbs and participate in the community planting day on 12 October. Ms Humphries
undertook to seek the Council’s permission if planting in other locations is needed,
and liaise with the Clerk regarding a pause in the mowing to enable the bulbs to
recover after flowering.

RESOLVED that the Parish Council grants approval for the bulbs to be planted in the
locations specified and that the group should let the Parish Council know if there is
any shortfall.

(5.11 of 18.6.25) S106 Biodiversity funds received — to consider options for spending
RESOLVED, noting that some of the funds had been allocated for the removal of
dead trees in the Spinney, to defer this item to the next meeting and that it should be
a standing item at forthcoming meetings.

(4.2) Balfour Beatty — request to sign completion certificate for St Neots Road street
lights

RESOLVED that the Parish Council is satisfied that the work has been completed
and that the completion form should be signed by the Chairman. (P P 2nd SR, unanimous)

RESOLVED to note that Balfour Beatty had notified Clir Joslin that they would
maintain the lights for twelve months and will then hand over the ownership of the
lights to the Parish Council.

Finance, risk assessment and procedural matters
To consider any quotes for urgent work required because of risk and the Clerk’s use
of delegated powers
RESOLVED to note that the Clerk had used delegated powers for the following:
e To place an order for cutting back the overhanging hedge at Egremont Road.
e To place an order for broken equipment at Egremont Road play area.
e To pay an invoice for £3,889.20 to JD Gray Associates for a plan for
mechanical and electrical services for the new Community Centre
e To ask the litter picker to clear glass by the skatepark.

To receive play areas and skate park inspection reports and consider if any work is
required

Clir Armisen undertook to email his reports.

RESOLVED to seek clarification on any potential liability arising from the request for
a second person in addition to the Chairman to be a point of contact to oversee the
installation of the new play equipment at Grenadier Walk, and why they would be
needed.

To receive the financial report and approve the payment of bills

Hardwick Parish Council Minutes Wednesday 17 September 2025
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6.1
6.1.1

6.1.2

6.2

6.3
6.3.1

6.3.2

6.4
6.4.1

7.2

RESOLVED that the payments as listed below in the finance report should be paid,
plus JD Gray (Consultancy services) £3,889.20 and Parish Council Websites (new
website) £314.58, but to place the invoice of £1,661.40 from ARD Ltd for the
Grenadier Walk play repairs on hold pending clarification, (°ro° #2nd G, unanimous)

Salaries £916.81
RH Landscapes (Grass cutting) £882.00
ARD Playgrounds (Play repairs Worcester Avenue) £1661.40
ARD Playgrounds (Play repairs Skate park) £1119.00
ARD Playgrounds (Play repairs Egremont Road) £1662.00
ARD Playgrounds (Play repairs Church play area) £1980.60
Hardwick Primary School (Room hire) £9.50
The Cabin at St Mary’s (Room hire) £28.00
LGS Services (Admin support) £1548.22

Credits, including bank interest, were noted.

To consider any planning applications and decision notices and tree works
applications

Planning applications and appeals

25/03395/HFUL — 305 St Neots Road — Single storey rear extension and front porch
with minor internal alterations

RESOLVED to make no comments.

25/03350/CL2PD — 63 Howells Way — Certificate of lawfulness under S192 for a
proposed single storey side and rear extension
RESOLVED to make no comments.

25/03203/HFUL — 11 St Neots Road — Single storey side and rear extension, side
porch, first floor extension to existing bungalow to create two storey dwelling
including increase in roof ridge height above existing, insulation and external render,
alterations to doors and fenestration and addition of roof lights

RESOLVED to Support the application. (Prop PJ, 2nd IG, carried with 3 in favour ad 3 abstentions)

To note any planning responses made between meetings using delegated powers
None.

SCDC decision and appeal notices and correspondence

25/02572/HFUL — 6 Harris Close — Loft conversion, single storey front and rear
extension plus additional solar panels and roof lights for front and rear elevations —
Permission granted by SCDC.

24/03354/CONDA — 347 St Neots Road — Submission of details required by
conditions 3 (Ecological enhancement), 4 (Light design strategy for biodiversity), 5
(Energy statement), 6 (Surface water drainage), 7 (Foul water drainage), 8 (Hard and
soft landscape), 9 (Tree protection methodology), 10 (Self-build and Custom Building
Housing Act), 11 (Secure cycle park), 12 (Private water drainage), 13 (Material) and
16 (Water efficiency) of planning permission 24/03354/FUL — Split decision.

Tree works applications
25/0899/TTCA — Old Rectory, Main Street
RESOLVED to make no comments.

Members’ reports and items for information only

New Housing Developments and Planning Obligations

Pigeon Developments had indicated at a recent meeting, attended by Clirs Gill, Rose
and Joslin who had listened but had made no comments, that they had changed their
plans and wished to build up to 150 dwellings on the site to the east of Capstone
Fields. They were thinking of submitting an application as they considered that there
was a possibility

Community Centre update

Hardwick Parish Council Minutes Wednesday 17 September 2025
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7.3

7.4

7.5
7.6

7.7

8.1

8.2

8.3

ClIir Rose verbally reported that he had met the Quantity Surveyor and the Architect
to check that the cost plan included all the elements required but did not include
items that were not required. There were some minor items on each side and Clir
Rose had told the Quantity Surveyor to leave the cost plan as it was but to ask him to
clarify the cost of the overhang, as is it was considerably over budget he would be
asked to remove it from the plans. The Architect is putting a package together for
consideration by the Parish Council at either the October or November meeting, so
that a planning application can be made.

Highways Working Group report

The written report was noted.

Complaints and feedback from Capstone Fields residents about green spaces
overgrown and not looked after

The responsibility for the green spaces had not yet been transferred to the Parish
Council and that Hill are responsible for rectifying any issues. The reports had been
passed on to Hill by the Clerk and the Whats App group had been told that they
should go directly to Hill.

There was no item 7.5.

Resident writes on FB that the Social Club are planning to install a public car wash -
HPC to confirm

The President of HSSC had confirmed to Clir Rose that there were no such plans
and the reports were completely untrue.

Proposal that the Clerk be asked to contact SCDC ref maintenance of new sireet
lights supplied by Hills Dev near Capstone Fields, a SCDC maintenance map has
been provided

RESOLVED to write to Hill to ask who owns the 12 street lights from the Dry Drayton

roundabout to the Weatherhead’s field, and who is responsible for their maintenance.
(Prop PJ, 2nd JA, unanimous)

To consider any correspondence/communications received requiring formal
noting by or a decision of the Council

Police request that the Parish Council considers CCTV at the Recreation Ground
RESOLVED to ask the Police for further information on the incidents as the Parish
Council needed more details to enable it to decide on a solution.

District Clir Nieto reported that there were reports on Facebook of burglaries and
Anti-social behaviour, and that there was funding available from the Community
Safety Partnership.

RESOLVED to invite PC James Lynch to a Parish Council meeting in either October
or November to have a general discussion regarding any issues in the village, and
about what could be done to help. (Frop SR 2nd PJ, unanimous

RESOLVED, when confirmation of attendance is received, to notify the village via
Facebook and Hardwick Happenings that a Police representative will be attending a
meeting.

SCDC — Draft Cambridgeshire Supplementary Planning Documents Consultation
(deadline 17/10/25)

RESOLVED not to make any comments at this stage, but that members may
respond individually should they so wish.

CCC Launch of Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) - Phase 2 Public
Engagement

RESOLVED having noted the dates and options, not to make any comments at this
stage, but that members may respond individually should they so wish.

Closure of meeting and items for the next agenda
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 15 October 2025.

There being no other business, the meeting was closed by the Chairman at 9.00 pm.
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Signed ..o Chairman ...t date

Hardwick Parish Council Minutes Wednesday 17 September 2025



HARDWICK PARISH COUNCIL MONTHLY FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Summary of previous month
Balance brought forward

Adjustments and amendments

Expenditure approved at last meeting/between meetings

SALARIES

Oct-25

£1,951,136.67

PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITES WEBSITE DEPOSIT -314.58
UNITY TRUST SERVICE FEE -7.65
Misc credits

UNITY TRUST BANK INTEREST ADJUSTMENT £2.46
UNITY TRUST BANK INTEREST £1,714.58
NS&l BANK INTEREST £2,768.77
UKPN WAYLEAVE £23.68
SCDC PRECEPT £43,385.00
HARDWICK FOOTBALL CLUB ANNUAL RENT 250.00
HSSC PITCH HIRE 1,500.00
Total Adjustments £49,322.26
Balance revised after adjustments £2,000,458.93
Bank Reconciliation to last statement

Account Funds Statement Outstanding
Unity Trust Current Account £12,061.15 £13,742.66 -1,681.51
Unity Trust Deposit Account £327,958.57 £327,958.57

Cambridge & Counties Bank - 31 Day £410,439.21 £410,439.21

Cambridge & Counties Bank - 95 Day £250,000.00 £0.00 £250,000.00
NS&I Income Bond £1,000,000.00 £1,000,000.00

Total £2,000,458.93 £1,752,140.44 £248,318.49
Expenditure for approval

SALARIES 737.05
OAKES AND WATSON TREE WORKS LIMES CLOSE 216.00
RH LANDSCAPES GRASSCUTTING 912.00
RH LANDSCAPES GRENADIER WALK VEGETATION 480.00
RH LANDSCAPES EGREMONT ROAD PLAY AREA HEDGE 360.00
CABIN ST MARYS ROOM HIRE 21.00
DEFIB MACHINES DEFIBRILLATOR RENT 2025-26 529.98
SIGNWORKS LAMPOST VINYLS 108.00
ETS ARBORICULTURAL SUBSIDENCE REPORT ASHMEAD DR 390.00
LGS SERVICES ADMIN SUPPORT 1,629.10
PKF LITTLEJOHN EXTERNAL AUDIT 1,008.00
Total expenditure £6,391.13

Balance c/f

Notes:

Transfer of £70K pending from Unity Trust T2 to Instant Access
£66,277.27 received from CCC not reflected on this statement

£1,994,067.80




REDACTED
REDACTED EGREMONT ROAD
HARDWICK
CAMBRIDGE
CB237XR
Mob:REDACTED
E-mail:REDACTED
7" October 2025

Dear Members of Hardwick Parish Council,
Re: Proposed new Community Building
Summary

I write to express concerns about the proposed community building on behalf
of local residents and myself to ask the Hardwick Parish Council (HPC) to
pause and review the project. While | fully support the idea of improving
shared community facilities, | believe the current proposal has significant
issues — including limited consultation with residents, reliance on outdated
evidence, lack of a clear financial and operational plan, and site-specific
problems such as loss of green space, parking, and safety risks. | am asking
the Council to re-engage with the community, update the evidence base, and
ensure that any future development is transparent, sustainable, and truly
supported by the whole village.

Submission

| am writing on behalf of myself and other residents to make representations
regarding the proposed community building. | believe this is to be considered by
members as an agenda item at your next meeting. The points below reflect shared
concerns with other members of the village community.

| live opposite the proposed site but wish to emphasise that these comments are not
made solely because of proximity. | have long supported community initiatives and
the development of shared spaces, including as a founder of the Hardwick Football
Club, and of the Sports and Social Club, to the siting of the existing community
building, and as an advocate for the siting of the MUGA. | have always supported
projects that benefit the wider community, even where they have affected Egremont
Road residents.

However, for the reasons set out below, many local residents and | cannot support
the current development proposal. This is not a criticism of those who have worked
hard on the project, but it is clear that the current process and reliance on a small
group have not produced the best outcome for the village as a whole.



THE PROCESS
1. Community Engagement

A central issue is the lack of effective consultation. This is a new planning
application, materially different from the version previously approved, yet there has
been no transparent, accessible, or proactive engagement with residents. Over the
past two years, consultation has been passive, limited to brief updates in Hardwick
Happenings and occasional letters, with little opportunity for dialogue or feedback.

Local and national planning policies both emphasise early and meaningful
engagement, especially for projects involving community infrastructure. Current
evidence suggests the wider community has not “bought in” to this plan. Recent
social media feedback reflects uncertainty and division. Without demonstrated
community support, South Cambridgeshire District Council (SCDC) may legitimately
question the social sustainability and long-term viability of the proposal.

2. Village Surveys and Evidence Base

The project continues to rely on survey data from the 2016/17 village survey, which
is now outdated. The community has changed since then, with many new residents
in Meridian Fields and Capstone Fields, altered work patterns and locations, and the
opening of facilities such as the Cabin. Only 192 of over 2,000 respondents originally
commented on a community building, so this cannot serve as a foundation for a
major development decision today. A new village survey would be an effective step
forward.

3. Planning, Need and Duplication

There appears to have been no recent assessment of existing facilities or forward
planning to establish genuine need and ensure financial sustainability. The proposal
risks duplicating existing spaces rather than complementing them.

The Sports and Social Club has underused capacity during the day, with two rooms,
a kitchen, and seating available for community use. The Scout Hut and Cabin are
similarly underutilised, and the school hall and gymnasium remain potential shared-
use facilities. A gap analysis of existing provision would identify what the village truly
lacks and helps to ensure that any new building adds value rather than competing
with or duplicating current assets.

There is also no published financial or operational plan, a serious omission for a
project of this scale. Without clarity on costs, income, and management, there is a
real risk of the burden falling on the parish precept. SCDC should examine this
aspect carefully as part of its review. It was made clear at the HPC meeting on 14
May 2025 that a business plan had not been prepared and would only be considered
once a start date had been agreed. This cannot be right.

4. Operational use



The current plan indicates a café type meeting area. The HCCWG have raised the
possibility of a coffee facility with provision made for both inside and outside facilities.
Pippins in a success as it is monthly and operated by volunteers. There is no clarity
as to how a coffee shop might function — it even being suggested that this might be a
business use. Even Costa and Starbucks cannot operate selling coffee alone and
rely on additional food products. The community needs to have clarity - is this a
business? If so, a business use presents additional local concerns and issues.

In addition, the new plans indicate a hall estimated at 15m x 10m, not dissimilar to
the Sports and Social main room and the school hall. The purpose of that room is not
clear as there has been no gap analysis. No doubt it will have a raised roof but even
then, can only serve a limited number of sports. There is no indication of what sports
it might be used for nor how this relates to the school gymnasium or other facilities
available in the village.

These are but two examples of uncertainty about the purpose of the building— key
concerns for all members of the community.

THE SITE
Site-Specific Concerns

There remain planning issues concerning proximity to residences, loss of
recreational green space, traffic and parking, and crime and safety risks arising from
the layout. These partly arise as the community and local residents have not been
engaged with the project in recent years. The new site has a ‘back land build’ feel to
its location. If this were to proceed to planning my neighbours and | would be setting
objections out in full to the planning authority with evidence where needed. | indicate
some of these below.

1.Proximity and Residential Amenity

The most notable change is that the new site has moved forward towards Egremont
Road properties. This will inevitably result in increased noise and activity, particularly
during events or social gatherings. The plan indicates the site is 49m from my home.
The outside facilities will inevitably be used late at night Planning authorities are
required to consider noise levels, hours of use, and overall impact on residential
amenity, and these concerns are directly relevant here. The nearer the building to
Egremont Road, the nearer the outdoor area, the greater the concern.

2. Loss of Recreational Green Space

The current design pushes the building into useable green space. Hardwick already
suffers from a deficit of outdoor sports and play areas (South Cams DC own audit)
and further encroachment into green space will only worsen this situation. Replacing
usable public open space with a built structure carries environmental consequences
and reduces space available for informal community use. As a long-term resident of
over 40 years, | can personally attest to the frequency and nature of use in this area.



3. Crime and Safety Risks

According to the sitemap, the placement of the building leaves space for a future
extension. This creates a concealed area behind the new building, which could
become a hotspot for antisocial behaviour. Past experience behind the nearby Scout
Hut led to similar issues and resulted in that area being sealed off part funded by
HPC.

Local planning authorities have a statutory duty to consider crime prevention as part
of the planning process. Given this precedent, further thought should be given to
alternative layouts that avoid creating concealed or unsupervised areas.

4. Highway Safety and Parking

Moving the building closer to Egremont Road adds to already significant concerns
regarding traffic and parking. It is foreseeable that as it will be nearer to walk to the
building than parking in the car park that users will begin parking along Egremont
Road for convenience. The nearer the building is to Egremont Road the more likely
this will occur. This will certainly result in increased congestion and road safety risks,
particularly at the Ashmead Drive/Egremont Road junction — an area that already
experiences regular parking problems, not too dissimilar to the issues arising with
parking near the post office. | realise there has been a parking report in the previous
planning process, but this has an edge of naivety as to how people will travel to the
community centre and not supported by the evidence of how people travel to other
events, such as at the social club or local football matches.

5.Unanswered Questions

| have previously sought clarification from the Hardwick Community Centre Working
Group (HCCWG) on behalf of residents on several points that remain unanswered,
including:

e How the build will be financed and whether any loan remains under
consideration.

« Whether a business plan exists to ensure cost neutrality.
« What level of community access will remain to the school facilities.

 What contribution the education authority will make in lieu of reclaiming the
school’s community room.

» Who will manage the new building and how ongoing costs will be funded.
» Whether any village groups have committed to using the new space.

These are fundamental questions, but not exhaustive, that deserve public answers
before any decision is finalised.

Conclusion



The community building is an important and positive aspiration, but the current
proposal lacks the community backing, evidence base, and financial planning
necessary for success. Hardwick deserves a shared facility shaped by genuine
engagement, not a rushed project built on outdated assumptions.

| therefore urge the Parish Council to pause and review the project — to re-engage
the community, assess current needs, and ensure any new development is
sustainable, inclusive, and truly supported by the people it serves.

Kind regards,
REDACTED on my behalf and that of local residents

To: The Clerk to the Hardwick Parish Council
For: Members of Hardwick Parish Council

E-Mail: clerk@hardwick-cambs.org.uk



