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Hardwick Parish Council 

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 17 September 2025 at 7.00 pm 
Held at The Cabin at St Mary’s, Hardwick 

 
Present: Councillors: P Joslin (Chair), J Armisen, O Awoyinka, B Coxall, I Giddings and S 

Rose.  

In attendance: 1 member of the public, District Cllr Lina Nieto, and Mrs A Griffiths (Minutes 
Secretary, LGS Services). 

Open public session including reports from the County and District Councillors 

On a proposition by the Chair, the public session was not taken at this point.  

1. To receive apologies for absence  
Apologies were received from Cllr Gill (out of parish).  

2. Declarations of interest 
2.1 To receive declarations of interests from Cllrs on items on the agenda and details of 

dispensations held 
Cllr Rose declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 7.2 as a Trustee, Guarantor and 
Director member of the Hardwick Community Centre Charity.  
Cllr Giddings declared an interest in item 7.6 as a member of the Hardwick Sports 
and Social Club. 

2.2 To receive written requests for dispensation and grant any as appropriate for items 
on this agenda 
None received. 

3. To approve the minutes of the previous meeting  
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting on 20 August 2025 be approved and 
signed by the Chairman as a true record. (Prop SR, 2nd BC, carried with 3 in favour and 2 abstentions) 

4. Matters arising or deferred from the last or previous meetings for 
discussion/decision 

4.1 (4.1) Outstanding S106 funding Capstone Fields Pedestrian Islands, bus shelter and 
Miller’s Way – proposal  that the Council makes a formal complaint to the County 
Council CEO that they are retaining funds which should have been paid over to the 
Parish Council and that they should pay the funds over without any further delay 
The Deed of Variation has now been signed and a copy received and subsequently 
been received and the payment initiated. 
Cllr Awoyinka arrived during this item at 7.10 pm. 
Cllr Nieto was provided with the background to this item and offered to write to CCC.  

4.2 (4.8) Replacement bench at Cambridge Road - to clarify fixing arrangements and 
consider request for the purchase of an angle grinder  

 RESOLVED to accept Cllr Giddings’s recommendation, that having taken a look at 
the existing bench, he did not consider it necessary to purchase an angle grinder. 

 RESOLVED to send Cllr Giddings a link to the Parish Council’s preferred bench so 
that he can check the dimensions and fixing arrangements and report back to the 
next meeting. 

4.3 (4.12) Resident request that the Parish Council purchases a new Android tablet to 
download MVAS data 

 Deferred to the next meeting. 

4.4 (5.1) To consider quotation for removal of vegetation from the play area side of the 
wall at Grenadier Walk 
RESOLVED to accept the quotation from RH Landscapes for £400.00 plus VAT to 
remove the vegetation from the Parish Council’s side of the wall at Grenadier Walk, 
to enable the building work to go ahead. (Prop IG, 2nd BC, unanimous) 

4.5 (5.1) Overhanging section of hedge on Egremont Road – update 
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RESOLVED, given that the work had not been carried out as requested, and there 
had been no response from the contractor, to ask them for a date for the work and 
inform them that if they were unable to complete it within seven days, the Parish 
Council would cancel the order, and award it to another contractor. (Prop SR, 2nd IG, 

unanimous) 

4.6 (8.1) Alternative options to zip ties on play equipment – to consider recommendation 
RESOLVED, given that Cllr Gill was not present, to defer this item to the next 
meeting. 

4.7 (8.2) Resident offer of horse chestnut tree 
RESOLVED to respond thanking the resident for their kind offer, but the Council 
regrets it must decline as it does not have a suitable location for the tree. 

4.8 (8.2 of 16.4.25) Request for bulb planting on Parish Council land by the Church 
Jane Humphries, on behalf of the Cabin Crew grounds team, outlined the plans for 
planting daffodils on the east side of the Church, under the horse chestnut tree and 
village sign and map along the path up to the lych gate. Two thousand bulbs had 
been purchased and It was hoped that families and individuals would buy a batch of 
bulbs and participate in the community planting day on 12 October. Ms Humphries 
undertook to seek the Council’s permission if planting in other locations is needed, 
and liaise with the Clerk regarding a pause in the mowing to enable the bulbs to 
recover after flowering.   
RESOLVED that the Parish Council grants approval for the bulbs to be planted in the 
locations specified and that the group should let the Parish Council know if there is 
any shortfall. 

4.9 (5.11 of 18.6.25) S106 Biodiversity funds received – to consider options for spending 
RESOLVED, noting that some of the funds had been allocated for the removal of 
dead trees in the Spinney, to defer this item to the next meeting and that it should be 
a standing item at forthcoming meetings. 

4.0.10 (4.2) Balfour Beatty – request to sign completion certificate for St Neots Road street 
lights 

 RESOLVED that the Parish Council is satisfied that the work has been completed 
and that the completion form should be signed by the Chairman. (Prop PJ, 2nd SR, unanimous) 

 RESOLVED to note that Balfour Beatty had notified Cllr Joslin that they would 
maintain the lights for twelve months and will then hand over the ownership of the 
lights to the Parish Council.  

5. Finance, risk assessment and procedural matters 

5.1 To consider any quotes for urgent work required because of risk and the Clerk’s use 
of delegated powers 

 RESOLVED to note that the Clerk had used delegated powers for the following: 
 To place an order for cutting back the overhanging hedge at Egremont Road. 
 To place an order for broken equipment at Egremont Road play area. 
 To pay an invoice for £3,889.20 to JD Gray Associates for a plan for 

mechanical and electrical services for the new Community Centre   
 To ask the litter picker to clear glass by the skatepark. 

5.2 To receive play areas and skate park inspection reports and consider if any work is 
required 

 Cllr Armisen undertook to email his reports. 
 RESOLVED to seek clarification on any potential liability arising from the request for 

a second person in addition to the Chairman to be a point of contact to oversee the 
installation of the new play equipment at Grenadier Walk, and why they would be 
needed. 

5.3 To receive the financial report and approve the payment of bills 
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RESOLVED that the payments as listed below in the finance report should be paid, 
plus JD Gray (Consultancy services) £3,889.20 and Parish Council Websites (new 
website) £314.58, but to place the invoice of £1,661.40 from ARD Ltd for the 
Grenadier Walk play repairs on hold pending clarification. (Prop JA, 2nd IG, unanimous) 

Credits, including bank interest, were noted.  

6. To consider any planning applications and decision notices and tree works 
applications  

6.1 Planning applications and appeals 
6.1.1 25/03395/HFUL – 305 St Neots Road – Single storey rear extension and front porch 

with minor internal alterations 
 RESOLVED to make no comments.  

6.1.2 25/03350/CL2PD – 63 Howells Way – Certificate of lawfulness under S192 for a 
proposed single storey side and rear extension 

 RESOLVED to make no comments. 

6.1.3 25/03203/HFUL – 11 St Neots Road – Single storey side and rear extension, side 
porch, first floor extension to existing bungalow to create two storey dwelling 
including increase in roof ridge height above existing, insulation and external render, 
alterations to doors and fenestration and addition of roof lights 

 RESOLVED to support the application. (Prop PJ, 2nd IG, carried with 3 in favour ad 3 abstentions) 

6.2 To note any planning responses made between meetings using delegated powers 
None. 

6.3 SCDC decision and appeal notices and correspondence 
6.3.1 25/02572/HFUL – 6 Harris Close – Loft conversion, single storey front and rear 

extension plus additional solar panels and roof lights for front and rear elevations – 
Permission granted by SCDC. 

6.3.2 24/03354/CONDA – 347 St Neots Road – Submission of details required by 
conditions 3 (Ecological enhancement), 4 (Light design strategy for biodiversity), 5 
(Energy statement), 6 (Surface water drainage), 7 (Foul water drainage), 8 (Hard and 
soft landscape), 9 (Tree protection methodology), 10 (Self-build and Custom Building 
Housing Act), 11 (Secure cycle park), 12 (Private water drainage), 13 (Material) and 
16 (Water efficiency) of planning permission 24/03354/FUL – Split decision. 

6.4 Tree works applications 
6.4.1 25/0899/TTCA – Old Rectory, Main Street 
 RESOLVED to make no comments.  

7. Members’ reports and items for information only 
7.1 New Housing Developments and Planning Obligations  

Pigeon Developments had indicated at a recent meeting, attended by Cllrs Gill, Rose 
and Joslin who had listened but had made no comments, that they had changed their 
plans and wished to build up to 150 dwellings on the site to the west of Capstone 
Fields. They were thinking of submitting an application. 

7.2  Community Centre update  

Salaries £916.81 
RH Landscapes (Grass cutting) £882.00 
ARD Playgrounds (Play repairs Worcester Avenue) £1661.40 
ARD Playgrounds (Play repairs Skate park) £1119.00 
ARD Playgrounds (Play repairs Egremont Road) £1662.00 
ARD Playgrounds (Play repairs Church play area) £1980.60 
Hardwick Primary School (Room hire) £9.50 
The Cabin at St Mary’s (Room hire) £28.00 
LGS Services (Admin support) £1548.22 
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Cllr Rose verbally reported that he had met the Quantity Surveyor and the Architect 
to check that the cost plan included all the elements required but did not include 
items that were not required. There were some minor items on each side and Cllr 
Rose had told the Quantity Surveyor to leave the cost plan as it was but to ask him to 
clarify the cost of the overhang, as is it was considerably over budget he would be 
asked to remove it from the plans. The Architect is putting a package together for 
consideration by the Parish Council at either the October or November meeting, so 
that a planning application can be made. 

7.3 Highways Working Group report  
 The written report was noted. 

7.4 Complaints and feedback from Capstone Fields residents about green spaces 
overgrown and not looked after 

 The responsibility for the green spaces had not yet been transferred to the Parish 
Council and that Hill are responsible for rectifying any issues. The reports had been 
passed on to Hill by the Clerk and the Whats App group had been told that they 
should go directly to Hill. 

7.5 There was no item 7.5. 

7.6 Resident writes on FB that the Social Club are planning to install a public car wash - 
HPC to confirm  

 The President of HSSC had confirmed to Cllr Rose that there were no such plans 
and the reports were completely untrue. 

7.7 Proposal that the Clerk be asked to contact SCDC ref maintenance of new street 
lights supplied by Hills Dev near Capstone Fields, a SCDC maintenance map has 
been provided 

 RESOLVED to write to Hill to ask who owns the 12 street lights from the Dry Drayton 
roundabout to the Weatherhead’s field, and who is responsible for their maintenance. 
(Prop PJ, 2nd JA, unanimous) 

8. To consider any correspondence/communications received requiring formal 
noting by or a decision of the Council 

8.1 Police request that the Parish Council considers CCTV at the Recreation Ground 
RESOLVED to ask the Police for further information on the incidents as the Parish 
Council needed more details to enable it to decide on a solution. 
District Cllr Nieto reported that there were reports on Facebook of burglaries and 
Anti-social behaviour, and that there was funding available from the Community 
Safety Partnership.  
RESOLVED to invite PC James Lynch to a Parish Council meeting in either October 
or November to have a general discussion regarding any issues in the village, and 
about what could be done to help. (Prop SR, 2nd PJ, unanimous) 

RESOLVED, when confirmation of attendance is received, to notify the village via 
Facebook and Hardwick Happenings that a Police representative will be attending a 
meeting. 

8.2 SCDC – Draft Cambridgeshire Supplementary Planning Documents Consultation 
(deadline 17/10/25) 
RESOLVED not to make any comments at this stage, but that members may 
respond individually should they so wish. 

8.3 CCC Launch of Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) - Phase 2 Public 
Engagement 

 RESOLVED having noted the dates and options, not to make any comments at this 
stage, but that members may respond individually should they so wish. 

9. Closure of meeting and items for the next agenda  
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 15 October 2025.  

There being no other business, the meeting was closed by the Chairman at 9.00 pm. 
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Signed   …………………………………….Chairman    ……………………date 


