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HARDWICK PARISH COUNCIL 

I hereby give notice that the Meeting of the Parish Council will be held  

on Wednesday 15 February 2023 at 7.00 pm at in The Cabin at St Mary’s 

 
The Public and Press are cordially invited to be present. The order of business may be varied at the Chairman’s discretion. 

 

All members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend for the purpose of considering and resolving upon the 

business to be transacted at the meeting as set out below. 

 
Gail Stoehr, Clerk, 8/02/23 

AGENDA 

Open Public Session including reports from the County & District Councillors 

1 To receive apologies for absence 

2. Declarations of interest 
2.1  To receive declarations of interests from Cllrs on items on the agenda and details of dispensations held 

2.2 To receive written requests for dispensation and grant any as appropriate for items on this agenda 

3. To approve the minutes of the previous meetings on 18 January and 25 January 

4. Matters arising or deferred from the last or previous meetings for discussion/decision 
4.1 (4.6) Recreation Ground maintenance from 2023 – to consider quotations if received plus update on 

drainage responsibility and insurance cover 

4.2 (4.7) Pavilion lease – to consider quotations for valuation if received 
(AG) 

4.3 (4.8) PHFI 2021 – 2022 St Neots Road – to consider costs and recommendations from the Highways 

Working Group that the Council chooses the second option 
(JD) 

4.4 (4.9) To set up an HR Working Group/Committee and agree its terms of reference and membership and 

review other working groups and member responsibilities 

4.5 (7.3) To consider any matter arising from the public meeting held on 11 January with the Greater 

Cambridge Partnership 
(AG) 

4.6 (3.2 of 25.1.23) To consider the preparation of a business plan and arrangements for the public 

consultation required for the loan application
 

4.7 (5.13 of 14.12.22) To consider the tree survey report and any quotes received 

5. Finance, risk assessment and procedural matters   
5.1 To consider any quotes for urgent work required because of risk and the Clerk’s use of delegated powers 

5.2 To receive play areas and skate park inspection reports and consider if any work is required 

 5.3 To receive the financial report and approve the payment of bills 

5.4 To set the date of the Annual Parish Meeting 

6. To consider any planning applications and decision notices and tree works applications * 
6.1 Planning applications and appeals 

6.1.1 23/00228/PRIOR – 11 Sudeley Grove – Ground floor rear extension 

6.1.2 21/003438/CONDD – Land at 147 St Neots Road – Submission of details required by condition 9 

(Surface water drainage), 10 (Foul water drainage) and 11 9SUDS Maintenance) of planning 

permission 21/03438/FUL 

6.2 SCDC decision and appeal notices and correspondence  

6.3 Tree works applications 

6.3.1 23/0098/TTCA – 98 Main Street 

7. Members reports and items for information only unless otherwise stated 
7.1 New Housing Developments and Planning Obligations  

7.2 Report on draft bus strategy meeting and proposal that the Parish Council considers if a village meeting is 

necessary 
(SK)  

7.3 Proposal that the Council considers Hardwick Football Club’s request for a 50% rent reduction in their 

20/21 fee due to Covid 
(SR) 

7.4 Proposal that the Parish Council considers the VAT advice for the Community Centre received from PEM 
(SR)

 



 

  
* NB Some planning and tree works applications may not be specifically listed on this agenda but may still be considered by the Parish 
Council due to the time constraints of making a recommendation to the District Council. For more information see the current planning 

application consultations on http://plan.scambs.gov.uk/  
Mrs Gail Stoehr, Clerk to Hardwick Parish Council, 30 West Drive, Highfields Caldecote, Cambridge, CB23 7NY 

Tel: 01954 210241 Email: clerk@hardwick-cambs.org.uk 

7.5 Community Transport Initiative
(SK)

  

7.5.1 Proposal to invite Stagecoach for an update following Cambourne meeting. 

7.5.2 Proposal we agree on date and venue for meeting with Stagecoach (since Community centre will 

be centre stage in Feb, how about first week of March?) 

7.5.3 Proposal we make sure all people in the village are aware of the meeting and can participate 

(FB/HH/leaflets?) 

7.5.4 Proposal the PC or WG contact Caldecote PC (and possible other affected villages) to work in 

tandem for mutual benefit (Mary-Ann attended meeting and they may have S106 funds to share?) 

7.5.5 Proposal WH create a simple survey for data gathering (delays/cancellations/bus full and what 

residents are looking for with community transport) and share on FB/bus stops/notice 

board/meeting etc. 

7.6 Hill Liaison meeting update and recommendations
(SK)

 

7.6.1 I propose that a WG be set by PC to oversee the handover process 

7.6.2. I propose that the drainage issues and smells in toilets be treated as a possible health hazard that 

Hill respond to. If PC cannot enforce, I propose we write to SCDC so action can be taken. This 

should not become a potential problem for the 2 big developments in the village, both under 

construction by Hill 

7.6.3. I propose that the loose pebbles (to be "managed by Encore management") that have been passed 

as footpath be unfit for purpose. There are pebbles everywhere as they are not the right size or 

shape for a path. As a resident proposed, "gravel should be comprised of irregularly shaped stones 

and bed down due to interlocking and form a reasonably firm surface for human and animal 

usage. Pebbles are round, will not interlock and always move". If the PC cannot do anything as 

they are not responsible, I propose that planning clerk be contacted so this can be amended for 

future developments as this is a big accessibility issue. As it stands, many villagers use that path 

for dog walking, rambling and to access the allotments and playground. Anyone who is disabled, 

differently abled, kids or dogs cannot use that path as it stands. Hill have commented that the dog 

walkers and residents with accessible needs can use alternate paths around the development and 

not necessarily the pebble path. However, there should not be paths in new developments that are 

not accessible and PC should consult with SCDC to make sure this is the case. 

7.6.4 I propose that the tree surveyor survey in MFs in 2023 that has been approved by the PC confirms 

trees and hedges are alive and in good shape for handover 

7.6.5  I propose that the parking spaces at the entrance to the development be turned back to green 

spaces as indicated in the planning application. 

7.6.6 I propose that the grass and equipment on playground be inspected by WG to ensure it is good 

enough and can be maintained. 

7.6.7  I propose that allotments are inspected to make sure there is good quality soil and 

fences/boundaries confirm to plan 

7.6.8 I propose that the benches are inspected to confirm they are in the right place and fit for purpose. 

7.6.9 I propose any green areas that the PC will oversee long term are in suitable condition and more 

money will not have to be spent to fix issues. 

7.6.10 I propose that bins are placed for dog walkers as well as other waste by the PC on the common 

areas (green space and playground) 

7.6.11 .I propose that WG consults residents to confirm nothing is missed in the areas that will be 

handed over to the PC 

7.6.12. I propose that the PC contacts Hill for a tentative handover date 

7.6.13 I propose that the approval to lighting scheme submitted to Cambridgeshire District Highways be 

confirmed and work overseen by WG 

7.6.14 I propose that the bus shelter contribution is confirmed and date for transfer of funds agreed 

7.6.15 I propose that the village maps installation is overseen by the WG and Hill provide and erect two 

“village maps” one to replace the original that they removed at site entrance and a second by St 

Mary’s to update the existing one over the next few months 

7.6.16 I propose that a notice board is erected in the Meridian Fields so that residents who do not favour 

technology have equal access to information. 

7.7 Proposal that the Parish Council repair the Parish Notice Board outside the shop on Cambridge Road
(GM)

 

8. To consider any correspondence/communications received requiring formal noting by or a decision of the 

Council 



 

  
* NB Some planning and tree works applications may not be specifically listed on this agenda but may still be considered by the Parish 
Council due to the time constraints of making a recommendation to the District Council. For more information see the current planning 

application consultations on http://plan.scambs.gov.uk/  
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8.1 Correspondence from Hill in response to emails from Cllrs Rangadurai and Krishnamurthy and offer 

from Hill to liaise directly with the Parish Council 

8.2 CCC – Consultation on the proposed 2023 revision of the Local Validation List for planning applications 

for the County Council’s own development and for waste development (deadline 16 March) 

9. Closure of meeting  



CLERK REPORT TO HARDWICK PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON 14 FEBRUARY 2023 

 

Type or copy website links into your browser for more information. 

 

Where I have supporting information this may be found below or in the attached supporting papers. 

1. To receive apologies for absence – will be reported to the meeting. 

2. Declarations of interests – members should declare their interests state why they have an interest, the 

type of interest held and if they have a dispensation state this and the extent of their dispensation i.e. 

to either speak or speak and vote. If members have a pecuniary interest, having declared an interest 

they must not take part in the agenda item unless they have been granted a dispensation to do so.  

3. To approve the minutes of the previous meetings on 18 January and 25 January – attached 

4. Matters arising or deferred from the last or previous meetings for discussion/decision 

4.2 (4.6) Recreation Ground maintenance from 2023 – to consider quotations if received plus update on 

drainage responsibility and insurance cover 

 Quotations are awaited at the time of writing but one company has expressed an interest. 

4.4 (4.9) To set up an HR Working Group/Committee and agree its terms of reference and membership 

and review other working groups and member responsibilities 

 Current working groups and member responsibilities. Taken from the approved minutes.  

If any Cllr believes they are on a working group or have a responsibility that is not listed then please 

point out the minute of the meeting where this appointment was made by the Parish Council. 
  

Trees – Cllr Gill. (May 2022) 

Planning –Cllrs Gill (May 2022) and Moffett. (July 2022) 

New developments and S106 – Cllr Rose. (May 2022) 

Hardwick Community Centre Working Group – Cllrs Rose.(May 2022)  

Chivers liaison – The Chairman. (May 2022) 

 
Play area inspections - Cllr Gill (May 2022) and Cllr Krishnamurthy (August 2022) 

Community engagement –- Cllrs Rangadurai, Dabrowski and Armisen? 

'The Village Plan', 'The Community Transport Initiative' and 'Healthcare in Hardwick'– Cllr Armisen 

to assist Mia Cassey. (July 2022) 

Highways and Road Safety Working Group and Greater Cambridge Partnership liaison– Cllrs 

Dabrowski, and Moffett. (July 2022)  

Webmaster - Cllr Moffett (July 2022) 

Deputy Webmasters Cllr Krishnamurthy (October 2022)  

Facebook moderators - Cllrs Dabrowski, Phillips and Rangadurai (October 2022) 

Pavilion Lease renewal Working Group – Cllrs Gill, Phillips, Krishnamurthy (November 2022) 

Proposed defibrillator and grant application–Moffet (December 2022) 

Meridian Fields public open space - Cllrs Dabrowski, Rangadurai and Krishnamurthy are to monitor 

and liaise with the developer on any land to be transferred to the Parish Council prior to the transfer 

taking place to ensure the land and any landscaping is as agreed in the planning condition and S106 

Agreement. (August 2022) 

The Chairman and Vice-Chairman are ex-officio on any committees or working groups. 

4.7 (7.3) To consider any matter arising from the public meeting held on 11 January with the Greater 

Cambridge Partnership 

 County Cllr Michael Atkins has written: 

 “I've followed up on the car access on St Neots Rd, and the GCP project team have confirmed that the 

next version of the plans will be as before but simply with the bus gate removed, i.e. an on-road 



option with no additional restrictions for drivers. We'll get more details as to lights to access bus stops 

etc. in a few weeks which should clear up any remaining questions.”  

  

5. Finance and risk assessment and procedural matters  

5.1 To consider any quotes for urgent work required because of risk and Clerk’s use of delegated powers 

 None at the time of writing. 

5.3  To receive the financial report and approve the payment of bills 

Attached.  

6.1 Planning applications and appeals 

NB Some planning applications may not be specifically listed on this agenda but may still be 

considered by the Parish Council due to the time constraints of making a recommendation to the 

District Council. For more information see the current planning application consultations and appeals 

on http://plan.scambs.gov.uk/swiftlg/apas/run/wchvarylogin.display 

6.1.1 23/00228/PRIOR – 11 Sudeley Grove – Ground floor rear extension 

6.1.2 21/003438/CONDD – Land at 147 St Neots Road – Submission of details required by condition 9 

(Surface water drainage), 10 (Foul water drainage) and 11 9SUDS Maintenance) of planning 

permission 21/03438/FUL 

6.2 SCDC decision and appeal notices and correspondence for info only - to note 

6.2.1 22/05376/HFUL – Woodville, 343 St Neots Road – Singles storey rear extension to replace existing 

rear extension – Permission granted by SCDC. 

6.2.2 22/04071/OUT – 347 St Neots Road – Replacement dwelling on existing residential plot of land – 

Permission granted by SCDC. 

6.2.3 22/04862/S73 – Land at 147 St Neots Road – S73 to vary condition 2 (Approved drawings) of ref: 

21/03438/FUL (Erection of 9 self contained residential flats and associated infrastructure and works) 

to remove the communal roof terrace including the access staircase and associated overrun, and 

replace with an array of 52 photovoltaic panels with green roof – Permission granted by SCDC,. 

6.2.4 21/03058/FUL – 339 St Neots Road – Erection of 2 no. 3 bed dwellings (Further variation to 

S/2665/17/FL, S/0884/19/VC, and S/3206/19/VC – Permission refused by SCDC. 

6.3 Tree works applications 

Tree works applications may now be viewed on the SCDC Planning Portal. NB Some tree works 

applications may not be specifically listed on this agenda but may still be considered by the Parish 

Council due to the time constraints of making a recommendation to the District Council. For more 

information see the current tree works application consultations on 

http://plan.scambs.gov.uk/swiftlg/apas/run/wchvarylogin.display 

 

6.3.1 23/0098/TTCA – 98 Main Street 

 

7. Members reports and items for information only unless otherwise stated 

7.1 New Housing Developments and Planning Obligations  

7.2 Report on draft bus strategy meeting and proposal that the Parish Council considers if a village 

meeting is necessary 
(SK) 

 Cllr Krishnamurthy has written: 

 “I hope many people will fill this survey. 

Should this be on the FB, Hardwick Happenings and website as well? 

We (Javier and me) attended a meeting with the Stagecoach director organised by Cambourne. There 

were councillors from Caldecote as well. We have been asked if we would like to organise an event in 

Hardwick/Caldecote and I would like to add this to the agenda for Feb meeting. 

The bus initiatives and transport options are a big issue for the village and this year, there is a real 

possibility to bring about change.” 

7.3 Proposal that the Council considers Hardwick Football Club’s request for a 50% rent reduction in 

their 20/21 fee due to Covid  

 Cllr Rose to report. 

 The Football Club have written: 

  



“2019/20 season – season effectively ended early with no sport allowed from 26/3 to mid July. 

2021/21 season – restrictions meant no football between 1/11 and 17/4 

  

If the Parish Council would consider accepting half the charge for one of the seasons we would 

consider that a very kind gesture.” 

 

£250 has been received. £250 outstanding. 

 

7.4 Proposal that the Parish Council considers the VAT advice received from PEM  

 Cllr Rose to report. He writes: 

“I attach a copy of the VAT advice I have received from PEM.  Please circulate this to the Council 

and I will try and answer any questions they might have at the next meeting.” 

 

7.5  Community Transport Initiative
(SK)

  

Attached. 

 

7.6 Hill Liaison meeting update and recommendations
(SK)

 

Attached. 

 

I’ve included all on the agenda although it  appears to me that many of the proposals are already 

covered by the Council’s decision at its meeting in August 2022 

 

4.12 Proposal that the Council considers standard handover checks before Parish Council takes over land 

from developers - example - Meridian fields allotment / other areas  

RESOLVED Cllrs Dabrowski, Rangadurai and Krishnamurthy are to monitor and liaise with the 

developer on any land to be transferred to the Parish Council prior to the transfer taking place to 

ensure the land and any landscaping is as agreed in the planning condition and S106 Agreement. 
(Prop 

AG, 2nd SR, unanimous)
 

The email from Hill indicated that Hill was looking to transfer in Feb. 

 

December 2022 minutes record 

5.13 (5.4 of 28.9.22) To consider quotations for carrying out a tree survey
 

 RESOLVED having considered the two quotations received, to accept the quotation from Eastern 

Tree Surgery for £1200.00 plus VAT, as the cheaper quote, to carry out the survey for the existing 

areas only at this stage. 
(Prop SR, 2nd GM, unanimous) 

 

Eastern Tree quoted £515 to survey the trees on the Meridian Fields POS. 

 

8. To consider any correspondence/communications received requiring formal noting by or a 

decision of the Council 

8.1 Correspondence from Hill in response to emails from Cllrs Rangadurai and Krishnamurthy and offer 

from Hill to liaise directly with the Parish Council 

Circulated to Councillors. 

 

8.2 CCC – Consultation on the proposed 2023 revision of the Local Validation List for planning 

applications for the County Council’s own development and for waste development (deadline 16 

March) 

 Attached. 

9. Closure of Meeting  



HARDWICK PARISH COUNCIL MONTHLY FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Feb-23

Summary of previous month

Balance brought forward £1,221,956.74

Adjustments and amendments 

Expenditure approved at last meeting/between meetings

COMMUNITY CENTRE CHARITY GRANT -6000.00

ZURICH INSURANCE INSURANCE - FIDELITY INCREASE -56.00

OPUS ENERGY STREETLIGHT ELECTRICITY -170.04

Misc credits

HSSC RENT 1000.00

HARDWICK FC PITCH HIRE 2020/21 250.00

Total Adjustments -£4,976.04

Balance revised after adjustments £1,216,980.70

Bank Reconciliation to last statement

Account Funds  Statement Outstanding

Unity Trust Current Account £137,917.83 £138,561.47 -£643.64

Cambridge & Counties Bank £79,062.87 £499,062.87 -£420,000.00

NS&I Income Bond £1,000,000.00 £968,000.00 £32,000.00

Total £1,216,980.70 £1,605,624.34 -£388,643.64

Expenditure for approval

SALARIES £579.14

CLASSIC HIRE LTD TOILET HIRE (1 WEEK + DEL./COL.) 549.00

CLASSIC HIRE LTD TOILET HIRE (3 WEEKS) 1080.00

LGS SERVICES ADMIN SUPPORT JAN 23 1445.37

EASTERN TREE SURGERY TREE SURVEY 1440.00

G MOFFETT EMAIL & WEBSITE EXPENSES 245.37

A GILL WEBHOSTING EXPENSES 79.43

Total expenditure £5,418.31

Balance c/f £1,211,562.39

Notes:

BANK STATEMENTS FOR TEH NS&I AND C&CB ACCOUNTS SHOWING THE TRANSFERS 

ARE AWAITED.

THERE ARE 2 INVOICES FOR TOILET HIRE, ONE FOR ONE WEEK AND A SECOND 

INVOICE FOR A 3 WEEK PERIOD. THE CHAIRMAN BOOKED THE TOILETS FOR 2 WEEKS 

BUT THE COMPANY WON'T ISSUE A CREDIT FOR UNUSED HIRE UNTIL AFTER THE 

TOILETS ARE COLLECTED AND WANT PAYMENT IN FULL.



 

Project Proposal for Community Transport 
 Prepared for: Community Transport Initiative, Hardwick
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 Objective
 The objective of this project is to deliver the sustainable Community Transport Initiative
 (CTI) for Hardwick. This should address the issue of limited public transport provision at

 the southern end of the village and also contribute to the overall sustainability of the
 village by improving access to transport for other sections of the community such as

 residents with limited mobility and village groups.

 Background
 The initiative was started by Mia Cassey in 2017. Since then the transport situation has
 deteriorated in the village. In September 2022, Stagecoach threatened to cancel the bus

 service via Hardwick. In January 2023, the Stagecoach Director referred to the service
 as "not paying for itself" and did not give us confidence that the service would keep

 running. Rather than waiting for the inevitable, it seems like a sensible idea to look for
 possible options to enable the people of Hardwick to have community transport

  options.

 Proposed Solution
 The solution that was agreed was to provide a community bus that can be used to

 provide transport options to the village, especially Grace Crescent and Meridian Fields.
 The document in folder contains details of resolutions approved by HPC that was

 submitted to SCDC to assist them in finalising Section 106 agreements. As a
 consequence, two recent Planning Applications (S/1694/16/OL and S/3064/16/OL)

 have included S106 funding for the provision and support of Community Transport for
 Hardwick.

 

 

 



 

  HPC Resolutions so far
(compiled by Mia Cassey) 

 HPC considered a number of resolutions that were proposed in the report that was
 submitted to them and accepted the following:

 The Parish Council resolved to:

 1. Continue to support and pursue the establishment of a Community Transport
 Initiative (CTI) for Hardwick.

 2. Support negotiations with the developers to secure the proposed Section 106 funding
 of £45k from Hill2 (Grace Crescent) and £20k from Circle2 (St Neots Road).

 3. The Parish Council resolves to support the request for negotiations with the
 developers to incorporate flexibility regarding the allocation of S106 funding between

 Capital and Revenue costs for the CTI.

 8. Support the establishment of a management body such as a registered charity or a
 ‘not for profit’ Community Interest Company to deliver the Community Transport service.

 9. Appoint Councillor Humphries to assist in forming and subsequently act as trustee or
 Director alongside others in the alternative management body.

 10. Task the management body with delivering a range of Community Transport
 services including operating one or more vehicles to transport members of Community

 organisations under section 19, and/or community bus services that are ‘local bus
 services’ and can carry the general public under section 22 permits.

 11. Use the S106 funding to procure a vehicle for use by the CTI and to make the
 vehicle, together with the S106 operational support funding, available to the

 management body to facilitate delivery of the services.

 12. Authorise and support further work to determine the nature of the management
 body, the appropriate size and specification of vehicle, vehicle funding arrangements

 and discussions with relevant organisations with a view to securing the necessary
 permits, licences, insurances, and other arrangements for the proper operation of the

 Community Transport service.

 

 

 



 

 Project Summary
  Overall Plan

1. The first step is information/requirement gathering. We came to the conclusion 
that we could contact existing community bus schemes around Cambridge to 
understand the process they followed and how successful the initiative has been. 
We also wanted to understand what the Stagecoach plans are so as to be aware 
of the extent of support that was needed. To do so, we have identified the 
following items as a priority. 

2. Based on requirements and options to consider, shortlist possible vehicles 
3. Place order for vehicle and in the meantime, begin the process of establishing 

how the initiative will be funded in the long term (we assume we have enough to 
run for 2-3 years) and who will be responsible to run the service. 

4. Consider placing ad for drivers who will need to be checked (DRB/Licence 
requirements) and trained. 
Can drivers be paid or will it have to be voluntary? 
What are the repercussions of this decision?
Where will the vehicle be parked? 

5. Build a schedule and advertise so everyone is aware there is a service that can be 
utilised.  

 

 To-do list

  WG: Get quote from Vectare to run demand responsive travel
 JA: Contact Histon and Impington Community Minibus service to gather more
 information about costs and practical implications of running a community bus

 WG: Consider information gathering from Milton and Landbeach Scout bus
 WG: Contact South Cambridgeshire Community transport

 SK: Gather information from experiences of Camcare in Cambourne as they
 bought a bus recently

 WG: Identify Hardwick needs by considering the following questions:
1.  Who wants to travel? (Age, disabilities..)
2.  Where to?
3.  How many people?
4.  When?
5.   How often?

 



 

6.  What are the challenges/gaps in the existing that need to be filled.

 

 Progress so far

 7 February 2023: JA has written to Histon and Impington Minibus service requesting a
 meeting to discuss costs. SK has written to Camcare requesting the same.

 6 February 2023: SK wrote to Gail (Clerk) and Tony requesting for the project to be
 added to agenda. First point was to have the meeting with Stagecoach and get an idea

 about demographics, passenger needs and challenges. Goal is to understand what
 Stagecoach has to offer and identify gaps/gather requirements.

 31 January 2023: JA wrote to Stagecoach requesting meeting as he had proposed and
 asking for an agenda that could be presented to PC. We all agreed win-win situation is

 when the demand (number of passengers) and the service (frequency of the bus and
 available routes) can meet. He agreed "discussion on how we can build passenger

 numbers to ensure the sustainability of the service would be the best tack" in response
  (3 Feb 2023).

19 January 2023 WG: Got in touch with Stagecoach to understand current public 
transport initiatives and plans to continue after March 2023. We attended a meeting 
organised by Cambourne where residents on the Citi 4 route (and councillors from 
Caldecote and Hardwick) got to hear Director David Boden on the future on the route. 
He did not seem too optimistic and reaffirmed that we should be self-reliant 

 Options to consider

(complied by Mia and continued by JA/SK) 

Vehicle Size 

 Smaller vehicles are generally considered to be easier to drive and hence might
 make it easier to recruit drivers (voluntary or paid). Larger vehicles have a greater

 number of seats and/or payload and may be more appropriate if demand for
 services is great and may be attractive to groups such as the village school or

 Scouts & Guides that may be interested in using the vehicle for trips.

Vehicle Specification 

 



 

 There are many factors to consider such as the number of seats, wheelbase
 length, roof height, how many wheelchair users might be accommodated and
 whether wheelchair access should be from the side or rear and by ramp or lift.

Driver Licensing 

 A minibus is classed as a vehicle with between eight to sixteen passenger seats
 and less than 3.5 tonnes. These vehicles can be driven by anyone with a driving
 licence issued prior to 1st January 1997, permitting driving of Group A (or B for

 automatic) vehicles, provided the driver is over 21 years of age and is not driving
  for hire or reward.

 However, as the Scheme will almost certainly need to recover at least a
 proportion of its operating costs either directly from passengers or indirectly

 through Village organisations, it will be classed as being used for hire or reward,
 albeit ‘not for profit’.

Operator Permits/Licencing 

 Section 19 permits are either ‘standard permits’ for vehicles which are adapted to
 carry no more than 16 passengers (excluding the driver) or ‘large bus permits’ for

 vehicles which are adapted to carry 17 or more passengers. These permits may
 be granted to organisations that operate vehicles without a view to profit to

 transport their members, or people whom the organisation exists to help. Section
 19 permit vehicles can’t be used to carry members of the general public.

 Section 22 permits are issued to bodies concerned for the social and welfare
 needs of one or more communities. They operate vehicles without a view to profit

 and use those vehicles to provide a community bus service. Unlike section 19
 permit vehicles, community bus services are ‘local bus services’ and can carry

 the general public. Local bus services are defined as services using public
 service vehicles for the carriage of passengers by road at separate fares on

 which passengers may travel for less than 15 miles.

 Vehicles adapted to carry 9 or more passengers (excluding the driver) may be
 used under a community bus permit.

 



 

 It should be noted that it is possible for schemes to have both Section 19 & 22
 permits, however, vehicles must display the relevant permit and it is illegal to

 display both permits at the same time.

 

Other solutions 

 An option is that of licencing as a taxi operator, which might be appropriate for
 certain modes of operation. Further work will be required to determine the

 appropriate size and specification of vehicle and the most appropriate operating
 Regime (i.e. permit/licence) for the Hardwick.

 Last but not the least, Demand Responsive Travel services like Vectare can be
 requested to provide a quote. This will solve issues like running the bus, creating

 app, driver training etc. They have been running Ting in West Hunts very
 successfully.

 Community Transport Initiative can also look at Dial-a-Ride, Voluntary Car
 Scheme and Taxicard schemes

 Budget

The following costs have to be considered 

● Cost of vehicle (Buy outright/lease) 
● Driver training 
● Servicing and MOT 
● Insurance  
● Fuel 
● Driver costs (if any) 

 

 

 

 



 

 Further/Background Reading
●  https://www.hifriends.org.uk/about/
● https://www.scambs.gov.uk/community-safety-and-health/roads-and-

 transport/community-transport/
● https://www.kent.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/77263/Setting-up-a-

 community-transport-scheme-in-Kent-toolkit.pdf
● https://www.scambs.gov.uk/community-safety-and-health/roads-and-

 transport/community-transport/
●  https://east.vectareportal.co.uk/maps/
● https://transport.cambridgeshirepeterborough-ca.gov.uk/buses/demand-

 responsive-travel/ting/
 

 Section 106 Contribution (S/1694/16/OL - Hardwick (Grace Crescent)

"The provision of cycle stands and a community transport vehicle, the footway
 improvements and real time passenger information installations"

"In addition to the provision of the community building, the proposal would provide a
community transport vehicle, which would be manged by the Parish Council. This would
compensate for the fact that this site is approximately 1 mile south of the more regular
bus service along St. Neots Road and would enhance the alternatives to the use of the
private car. This, along with the proposed footway and bus stop upgrade works would

 enhance the environmental sustainability of the scheme."

 



 

 

 

S/3064/16/OL - Hardwick (Land South of St Neots Road) 

"The provision of a contribution of £20,000 towards the maintenance of the community
transport facility secured via the Grace Crescent scheme would further enhance the

 environmental and social sustainability of the scheme"

"In addition to the provision of the community building, the proposal would provide a
contribution towards the maintenance of the community transport vehicle secured via

 the Grace Crescent scheme, which would be manged by the Parish Council."

 



 

 

 



 

Liaison Meeting update 
 Objective

 The objective of this agenda item is to discuss the handover process for Meridian
 Fields. The common areas to be adopted by the council are to be handed over and PC

 should listen to the concerns of residents so that future issues can be foreseen and
  potentially dealt with. This could be applied to Capstone Fields as well in the future.

 Background
 On 6 October 2022, a meeting was held (attended by Tony and Prasanna from PC)

  during which S106 obligations related to street lighting at St Neots Road and changes to
 S106 monies for resurfacing Millers Way and bus improvements were discussed. An

 additional item was brought up by Tony Gill ∙:
 "TG queried on Meridian Fields and hand over of Green Spaces and the date the
 handover will take place. No date could be provided at this time, Chloe to ask her

 colleagues to provide Tony Gill with this date." Queries were also raised "on
 responsibility of the Parish Council for Green Spaces and the maintenance of these.

 Legal agreement will need to be checked to provide obligations for the maintenance of
  these spaces."

 
 PR sent an email in response to Ben regarding issues in Meridian Fields - summarised in

 Appendix. BT responded that "these concerns are incorporated into the next meetings
 agenda so they can be addressed".

 
 The next meeting was on 12 December 2022 (attended by JD, PR, SK, SR) and Agenda

 just mentioned community issues will be discussed without reference to concerns
 raised earlier or handover date. The meeting did not discuss the issues raised by PR and

 nothing was mentioned about handover.
 

 On Jan 24, 2023, Nikki forwarded a response from Hill (Daniel Brown) which is in the
 next section. The meeting is scheduled for March 16, 2023 just after the next PC

  meeting. There is a reference to handover in February.
 
  

 



 

 Email correspondence summary
 

 1. There is a condition (Planning Condition 28) on Hills to deliver extra Lighting on the St

 Neots Road. Already identified and designed. 1st phase 12 lights due prior to occupation - so

 a bit behind schedule. Plus extra lighting for 2nd Phase (23 homes) seems to be a S106

 proposal - more lighting on St neots Road between Hall Drive and Millers Way. Poor lighting is

 a big issue for St Neots Road Not sure status? We are still awaiting approval of the lighting

 scheme submitted to Cambridgeshire District Highways, we continue to chase this and will

 install as soon as we are able to, once the scheme and a road space bookings have been

   approved.

  
2. Hills are due to provide a Bus Shelter (south side St Neots Road by Howells Way). When? 

 In accordance with the Section 106, Hill are to provide a bus stop contribution towards the

 maintenance of the west bound bus shelter, there is not a provision for providing one.

  
 3. Hills kindly agreed to provide and erect two “village maps” one to replace the original that

 they removed at site entrance and a second by St Mary’s to update the existing one -

 agreed with Site Manager, Lee Hammond. Not heard status. This may have been missed by

 us due to Mr Hammond leaving the company. I will ensure this is followed up, supplied and

 installed within the next few months.

  
 4. I am told by my contact at the Ramblers Association that a Hardwick member of the

 British Horse Society has applied to have the unadopted land through Capstone Fields

 instated as a Right of Way. Apparently she used to ride her horse on that track pre-Hills. Just

 interested to get Hills view on that. The track is on the Government Land Registry map if you

 manage to gain access to Parish Online which Clerk arranged for me. The land is

 unregistered land and will remain unbuilt, the planning approved plans are for the area to be

 open space with a Breedon gravel footpath linking the track to the west of Capstone Fields

   with Hall Drive.

  
  

 5. There used to be regular discussion/corres with some Hall Drive residents about the

 pedestrian/cycle access with Capstone Fields at the bottom of Hall Drive. Prime spokesman

 was Mr Broderick at 55. They were looking for support from Hills as up to now the Hall Drive

 residents had been maintaining that end of Hall Drive at their cost. There is also no lighting

 provision there. As the above, the planning approved drawings show a footpath across the

 site linking the track on the West of the site to Hall Drive as this is unregistered land there is

 no ownership and as above several people have a right of way over this area. There is no

 provision for lighting along the unregistered land footpath within the site nor onto Hall Drive.

     I do not believe there is lighting along any of Hall Drive?

  
  
  

 From email to Ben Thackray dated 13/10/2022 regarding Meridian Fields:

 



 

  
 1. The pebble path around the development has been a chief cause of concern. The path is

 not practical and is not inclusive for most of the residents. Children frequently fall over when

 running, kick the pebbles on to the street that causes punctures and excessive sweeping

 efforts, dog walkers cannot use it, young mothers cannot push their pram on it, no one can

 bike on it and handicapped people are unable to use it. Almost every resident at the

 Meridian Fields views this path as a design flaw and would like this to be converted to a

 proper inclusive and utilizable one and according to the plan. The footpath has been

 installed as per the approved planning drawings as a gravel footpath. There are further

 tarmac footpaths and shared surfaces upon the development linking all areas of the site to

 ensure inclusivity for all.

  
 2. The playground in the development has not been completed for a long time and the yet

 again, almost every resident here feels completely let down by the state of this playground.

 Some of the adjectives used by the residents to describe this are - disgrace, awful, a joke,

 too little too late. The equipments put inside lack imagination and do not provide any

 entertainment to kids older than 4 years. The residents would like a proper fix of this

 playground and open it for use. The playground equipment installed is as per the planning

 approved drawings and has been opened for public use since late 2022. There are still some

 areas of the public open space and the allotments to be completed, we have struggled

 greatly with weather, certain materials and labour delays this past year contributing to this

 not having been completed yet. Our contractor has confirmation now that the remaining

 materials are being delivered week commencing 23/01/2023 and will have the whole area

 completed by the end of January 2023, subject to weather. We anticipate handing this area

 straight over to the parish at the start of February.

  
 3. There are several metal objects like broken fences jutting out of the ground around the

 playground area. Despite raising this with Hills, there has been no action taken. There are

 also cement and building material dumped on the side of the footpath (behind the

 playground). There is no safety around the "pond" and the residents feel that an accident

 involving a child or pet is imminent. This has to be addressed. As soon as this was raised in

 October we sent operatives down to the site to ensure nothing of this nature had been left.

 Railings have also been installed around the ‘pond’ area.

  
 4. Several trees around the development are dead and not taken care of. This requires

 replacement before handover to the parish council. There are also several areas of the road

 where grass growing and water is puddling after rains. Areas to be handed over to the Parish

 and/ or Highways will be inspected with the relevant authorities prior to handover and any

 remedial items required shall be carried out.

  
 5. The allotments have not been completed and benches are in the wrong places (fully

 unusable). The allotments will be completed with the remainder of the open space by the

 end of January, subject to weather, before handing over to the Parish council at the start of

 February. Bench positions shall be checked to ensure they are installed as per the plans.

 

 



 

 
 Of far greater concern are the cracked and misaligned drainage pipes that run under Harris

 Close and potentially under the rest of the development. This was detected and documented

 by London Drainage Facilities on Friday 27th September. Sewage is gradually building up as

 it cannot run freely, catching on the misaligned and cracked sections. This is one reason

 many people on the development experience smells in their bathrooms. I have attached

 photographs taken of the video display screen which show some of the cracks and

 misaligned sections. Please can you make this a priority to discuss with Hill as the problem

 of poorly installed and damaged drainage will have enormous consequences for many

 properties in the immediate future. NO RESPONSE RECEIVED

 
 

 Proposals
1. I propose that a WG be set by PC to oversee the handover process 
2. I propose that the drainage issues and smells in toilets be treated as a possible 

health hazard that Hill respond to. If PC cannot enforce, I propose we write to 
SCDC so action can be taken. This should not become a potential problem for 
the 2 big developments in the village, both under construction by Hill 

3. I propose that the loose pebbles (to be "managed by Encore management") that 
have been passed as footpath be declared unfit for purpose. There are pebbles 
everywhere as they are not the right size or shape for a path. As a resident 
proposed, "gravel should be comprised of irregularly shaped stones and bed 
down due to interlocking and form a reasonably firm surface for human and 
animal usage. Pebbles are round, will not interlock and always move". If the PC 
cannot do anything as they are not responsible, I propose that planning clerk be 
contacted so this can be amended for future developments as this is a big 
accessibility issue. As it stands, many villagers use that path for dog walking, 
rambling and to access the allotments and playground. Anyone who is disabled, 
differently abled, kids or dogs cannot use that path as it stands.   Hill have

 commented that the dog walkers and residents with accessible needs can use
 alternate paths around the development and not necessarily the pebble path.

 However, there should not be paths in new developments that are not accessible
 and PC should consult with SCDC to make sure this is the case.

4. I propose that the   tree surveyor survey in MFs in 2023 that has been approved by
trees and hedges are alive and in good shape for handover the PC  confirms 

5. I propose that the parking spaces at the entrance to the development be turned 
back to green spaces as indicated in the planning application. 

6. I propose that the grass and equipment on playground be inspected by WG to 

 



 

ensure it is good enough and can be maintained. 
7. I propose that allotments are inspected to make sure there is good quality soil 

and fences/boundaries confirm to plan 
8. I propose that the benches are inspected to confirm they are in the right place 

and fit for purpose. 
9. I propose any green areas that the PC will oversee long term are in suitable 

condition and more money will not have to be spent to fix issues. 
10.I propose that bins are placed for dog walkers as well as other waste by the PC 

on the common areas (green space and playground) 
11.I propose that WG consults residents to confirm nothing is missed in the areas 

that will be handed over to the PC 
12.I propose that the PC contacts Hill for a tentative handover date 
13.I propose that the approval to   lighting scheme submitted to Cambridgeshire

 District Highways be confirmed and work overseen by WG
14.I propose that the bus shelter contribution is confirmed and date for transfer of 

funds agreed 
15.I propose that the village maps installation is overseen by the WG and Hill   provide

 and erect two “village maps” one to replace the original that they removed at site
 entrance and a second by St Mary’s to update the existing one over the next few

 months
16.I propose that a notice board is erected in the Meridian Fields so that residents 

who do not favour technology have equal access to information. 
 

 


