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VILLAGE  DATABASE  

Cambridgeshire County Council:  www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk 01223 717111 

 Community Association:     Anne Jones    jeffandanne23@gmail.com 01954 211417 

                                                    

Community Car Scheme: Nicky Kerr (07464 052521), Gill Stott (07464 069483) & 

Lizzie Coe (07387 395296) 

                                                         

Community Primary School:               

Headteacher:   Mr James Hoban and Ms Cate Thompson  01954 210070   

www.hardwickandcambourne.primary.co.uk   

Caretaker Alison Berkeley  aberkeley@live.co.uk                        07523879335   
          

Community Speed Watch:  Alan Everitt    csw.hardwick@gmail.com 07739322905 

Community  warden Age uk         Paula Rowley                                07812495997                            

County Councillor:  Lina Nieto     Lina.Nieto@cambridgeshire.gov.uk  07402 351821 

 

Doctorsô Surgeries:  

Surgery/Dispensary   58 Green End, Comberton  01223 262500/262399 

Bourn Surgery   25 Alms Hill, Bourn    01954 719313 

Child & Family Nurses:       01954 282830 

 

District Councillor:  Grenville Chamberlain  grenville_c@hotmail.com01954 210040   
 Hardwick Evangelical church                                                             hechurch.co.uk  
Minister: Rev Kate Gaze minister.hechurch@gmail.com   01954 211900/212556 

Secretary: Enid Instone-Brewer   hardwickevangelical@gmail.com 

 

General: 

Community Education Office: CVC     01223 264721 

Ashcroft Veterinary Surgery: 169 St Neots Rd   01954 210250 

Cambridge Water Co (supply):      01223 403000 

Anglian Water (sewerage):       08457 145145  

Eastern Electricity:        0800 7 838 838 

Gas Emergency:        0800 111 999   

 Guides: Janet Hayman             hardwickguides@gmail.com  

Rainbows: Jane Muncey              1hardwickrainbows@gmail.com    01954 210570 

Guiding information                         www. Girlguiding.org.uk 

           

Hardwick Happenings   Peter Cornwell  Howard Baker   hardwickhappen-

ings@gmail.comn 

Hardwick Happenings  On-line Archivist        Ackbar Joolia        ackbar@ackadij.com 

Hardwick Network Ruth Enge (Coord) Hardwick.Network@gmail.com 07814 358181.  
Hardwick pre school: hardwick.preschool@yahoo.co.uk              01954 212823 

Hardwick Climate Action Group         Shaun Hughes          smhughes@gmail.com 

mailto:aberkeley@live.co.uk
http://hechurch.co.uk/
mailto:minister.hechurch@gmail.com
mailto:hardwickevangelical@gmail.com
mailto:Hardwick.Network@gmail.com
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Member of Parliament: Anthony Browne 

 Netball Club:   Alison Beresford   

 Neighbourhood Watch: Ashley Shepherd  ahshepherd@hotmail.co.uk 

 Parish Council:                       

Parish Clerk: Gail Stoehr    clerk@hardwick-cambs.org.uk            01954 210241  

Chairman:  Tony Gill a.gill@hardwick-cambs.org.uk              01954 211108 

Vice chairman: Pauline Joslin  p.joslin@hardwick-cambs.org.uk      01954 212395 

 

Reporting highways /road problems     03450 455212 

Reporting  light problems  (South Cambs)     03450 450063 

All other street lamp faults       08007 838247        

 

St. Maryôs Parish Church:  

Priest in charge: Revd Alison Myers alisonmyers@lordsbridge.org 01954 212815 

Treasurer:  Clare Bigg                Cebigg53@gmail.com   01954 211673     

                                            

Sports and Social Club:          

www.hardwicksportsandsocialclub.co.uk  

secretary@hardwicksportsandsocialclub.co.uk    01954 210110  

Lindsey Haynes     ginge1964@yahoo.co.uk    07925 208108 

 

Three fifteen club: 

Sharon Turner   hardwick3.15club@hotmail.co.uk  07787 910490  

 

Village webmaster                              Ackbar Joolia        ackbar@ackadij.com 

W.I.: Carolyn Purser     cangpurser@btinternet.com                 01954 210904  

Date  Colour 

Wednesday August 4 th
 Black 

Wednesday August 11th
 Green & Blue 

Wednesday August 18 th
 Black 

Wednesday August 25 th
 Green & Blue 

Thursday September 2 nd
 Black 

Wednesday September 8 th
 Green & Blue 

Wednesday September 15 th
 Black 

Wednesday September 22 nd
 Green & Blue 

Wednesday September 29 th
 Black 

BIN COLLECTIONS 

mailto:a.gill@hardwick-cambs.org.uk
mailto:p.joslin@hardwick-cambs.org.uk
mailto:Cebigg53@gmail.com
mailto:cangpurser@btinternet.com
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Printed by Victoire Press and delivered free to every Hardwick house-

hold, independent, but affiliated to the Community Association  

with  financial support from  the Parish Council.  Print run 1200. 

 

Face book: Hardwick Happenings 

Twitter: @hardwickhap 

The Hardwick Happenings Team 

Editors: Peter Cornwell and Howard Baker 

Advertising: Roger Worland  

Treasurer: Jeff Jones 

Distribution: Marian Gibbens, Yvonne Sawyer  

Village calendar: Anne Jones 

Proof reader: Sue Cornwell 

On-line archivist: Ackbar Joolia 

HH archive https://www.hardwick-cambs.org.uk/ 

hardwick-happenings-archive/ 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

                           

 

hardwickhappenings@gmail.com 

 CAR SCHEME NUMBERS 

 

Co-ordinators phone numbers are: 

07464 069483 

07464 052521 

07387 395296 
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EDITORIAL 

The last couple of weeks have been marred by  

the  sudden deaths of two very much loved vil-

lage 

 people: Jane Giddings and  Tejinder  Singh   

Bhachu  ( TJ ). How well they were held in af-

fection by many is reflected in the obituaries on Pages 20 and 

21. Their families will be in our thoughts and prayers. 

 

This edition is smattered with info about the village party. De-

tails about the party are on  pages 1 and 13. All about the  

cookery, craft and produce show on page  34, the dog show on 

page 12, the market stalls on page 66 and the show entry form 

on page 38. It promises to be a fantastic event. 

 

See page 28 for all who care about the environment and cli-

mate change.            Peter 

Summer Afternoons at St. Mary's  
Summer afternoons are back. 

After a long break (the building of the new 

Cabin and Covid restrictions), summer after-

noons will happen again this August - on the 

11th/12th, 18th/19th and 25th/26th. 

from 2.30 - 4.30pm 

 

Do come along to the Cabin for good company, 

excellent refreshments and plenty  

of fun for children. 
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Jane Giddings 
Ian, Kathryn and Paul would like to thank all her friends and 
neighbours for making her last farewell such a moving tribute to 
her. It was a great comfort to all her family many of whom knew  
little of Hardwick. Her brothers were awed by the many friends and 
neighbours who lined the route to the church. I know she would 
have been pleased to have seen uniformed members from her 
much loved scout and guide movements as well as bowls club 
members in their team colours. 
Jane thoroughly enjoyed her membership of Hardwick W.I. and I 
must thank them for their help and support. She was proud to be 
member and they did her proud. 
 
I have so many people to thank that I cannot mention them all but 
they will know who they are. 
 
Thank you everyone 
Ian, Kathryn and Paul 

Fatberg lays in Hardwick sewers 
  
Some residents have frequently been affected by other residents flushing the 
wrong ñstuffò down our sewers! 
 Some of our residents are pouring cooking oils and hot fats, also flush acrylic 
wipes etc down the waste pipes and toilets of our sewers.    The wrong ñstuffò in 
the drains deposit downstream somewhere, and NEVER reach the waste water 
treatment plant (on the edge of Cambridge, opposite Tescos store in Milton). 
 FOUR fatbergs in less than TWO years have deposited in the main sewer of 
Hall Drive, causing flooding in the toilets of a few homes...this is not very pleas-
ant. 
 Anglian Water who are responsible for our sewers are fantastic coming out of-
ten at unsociable hours to remove the unpleasant blockages, and have great 
advice on their  web site, 
  
ñOur sewers and drains are designed to carry the three Ps ï Pee, Poo and Paper (toilet).ò 
  
Thank you 
Tim Reynolds 
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The Editors,  Hardwick Happenings 

I wish to register my unhappiness about what I deem to be the 

vitriolic attack on Revd Richard Coles in the last edition of 

Hardwick Happenings.    I am especially shocked that is was 

written by one of you 

How can someone who professes to have been a member of 

ñmy church-going daysò cast such a damning criticism of this 

man, who has many talents and has been ñ there and backò in 

his personal life. 

Revd Richard Coles is a part time vicar in a parish in North-

amptonshire which I know well;  he is only part time as the 

Diocese cannot afford a full time vicar- and indeed Revd Coles 

enjoys the full support of his parishioners. What he does in his 

down time is entirely up to him ï and if he wishes to wear his 

dog collar-so be it. To his credit he brings religion to the fore 

and engages with all age groups with great humour and humil-

ity.  There are plenty of other priests, both male and female, 

who although retired or only part time continue to wear this 

badge of office. 

If the author of this article does not want to listen or watch the 

Revd Coles, I would highlight the ñOFF ñbutton,  Actually 

there are quite a few priests who appear on TV  - so why single 

out this individual? 

We can all have our own personal views on matters but few of 

us would expect offensive ones of this sort to be published in a 

local village magazine.    I do not think I am alone in express-

ing my distress at your editorial direction on this occasion. 

NAOMI ROY 

4 July 2021 

 
We never intend to cause offence and are sorry  that Naomi 
should feel so strongly about it. 
Peter 
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NEW WALKING GROUP 
 
On Friday 9th July, I led the first Hardwick 'Walk for Health' and was joined by 
21 people! We enjoyed a good walk in the sunshine, and more importantly 
enjoyed each others' company. New friends were made, and for some a new 
route was explored. Most of us stopped by at the Blue Lion pub for a cold 
drink afterwards, and generally a good time was had by all! 
If you would like to join us, then please do! The walk is on the first Friday of 
each month, from the Blue Lion, at 11am. You can contact me before if you 
would like, or just turn up on the day. Even if it pours with rain I will be there, 
although we might take shelter in the pub earlier rather than later if that is the 
case. 
As we go on I am hoping to do a fortnightly walk. Watch out for posters 
around the village, adverts in this magazine, or on the Hardwick Facebook 
page for updates. 
Sharon McMahon 
07952 262622  

Hardwick Scout and 
 Guide Building 

We would like to thank all those people who 
have supported fundraising for the Hardwick 
Scout and Guide hut, the Scout Group and 
the Girl Guiding units over the years.  
As many of you will know we were aiming to 

replace the current Scout and Guide hut 
with a new building, but were not able to complete this project.  The money 
that was raised by many fundraising events and supported by so many people 
in the village is now being used to improve the current building.  The area to 

the rear of the building has already been cleared and fenced and has been 
much used by members of the Scout Group and Guide unit since we have 

been able to resume face to face meetings.  The roof has just been replaced 
and work is ongoing to improve the cladding of the building.  

We have been fortunate to be awarded funds from the South Cambridgeshire 

District Council Community Chest funds to aid the work to improve the area 

to the rear of the building and to replace the roof. Jane Muncey 
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There's a better way than busways  

Local infrastructure has dominated my month, ending in a disappointing 

announcement from the GCP that they will progress plans for two huge con-

crete  busways through the Cambridge greenbelt. We need fast action to fix 

our transport system in South Cambs, but not with poor value and damag-

ing projects such as these. I will continue working alongside the residents, 

representatives, environment groups, and transport leaders opposing these 

schemes, and I am confident there are better long-term transport solutions 

to be explored.  

 

Scroll down to find out what else I have been working on this month, includ-

ing:  

¶ Launching my latest East West Rail (EWR) survey with a posted update 
on my actions to over 21,000 homes. 

¶ Meeting the Prime Minister to discuss the levelling up agenda and push 
back against massive  house building in our area. 

¶ Securing millions of pounds in funding for  improvements to the A10. 

¶ Discussing the impact of the new Planning Bill on South Cambridge-
shire, and my thoughts on how it can be improved.  

¶ Holding my latest Constituency   Environment Forum, where over 100 
people signed up to discuss environmental policy and biodiversity. 

 

FROM  
ANTHONY  
BROWNE  
 
MP  
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Dog Show! 
12.30pm, The Show Ring 

Saturday 11th September 2021 
 

 
 

Can your dog do the best trick in the village? 
Or is your puppy the cutest in the county? 

Here is your chance to show everyone what your pooch can do! 
Come along and take part in the Hardwick Party Dog Show, kindly supported 
by Ash Croft Veterinary Surgery who will provide the judging and the prizes. 
You can enter as many classes as you like and everyone is welcome! Just fill 
in the entry form below and return it to Ruth Enge, 12 Bramley Way, Hardwick, 
by Monday 23rd August! 
 

 
 
 
Please note: 
 
 
i) Dogs should be kept on leads all the time at the Dog Show so we can keep everyone safe and 
calm. ii) All children should be accompanied by a responsible adult.  

Class and time Owner name Dog name 

12.30pm: Gathering of all entrants in the Show Ring 

1pm: Best trick 
  

    

1.20pm: Gentlest 
giant (over 30kg) 

    

1.40pm Friendliest 
little one(under 10kg) 

    

2pm: Golden oldie 
(over 8 years) 

    

2.20pm: Best dog and 
young handler pair 

    

2.30pm Gathering of all class winners in the Show Ring 
for the óBest in Showô award 
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A tribute to Jane Giddings 

1955 ï 2021 

Janeôs sudden death on June 22nd came as a shock to us all, not least to Ian, her 

husband, Kathryn and Paul, her children and their families. It really brings it 

home to me that you live and enjoy each day as if it is your last, as Jane was 

diagnosed with cancer 11 days before she passed away. This was so unfair, a 

life taken away far too soon as she had so much to give and live for, with her 

family including her eight grandchildren, who she adored. Jane had a kidney 

transplant in 2008 and was diabetic so during lockdown she was shielding and 

was looking forward to getting back to some sort of normality, but it was not 

to be.  

Jane was a very caring, kind person, thinking about others before herself. She 

was very family orientated and adored seeing her children and grandchildren. 

Latterly, she cared for her father who lived in Swindon, her home town and 

she travelled there a lot to care for him until his death, 7 months ago. 

I listened with interest to the eulogy in Janeôs funeral, so ably read by her son, 

Paul, dressed in his police uniform. You always learn so much about people on 

these occasions. As a child Jane loved dance and attended dance school taking 

part in performances. She was a St John Ambulance Cadet and involved in the 

Scouting movement which she continued after moving to Hardwick. 

Jane moved to Limes Road in 1983, when she was already married with two 

children. This remained their family home with lots of memories which will be 

treasured for years to come. She joined the WI, the local Scout group and had 

several jobs in the village over the years including the school, the Little Chef 

and the village shop. In later years, Jane took up netball and bowls, being a 

member of Coton Bowls Club. On leaving Scouts, having served in various 

roles, including group scout leader, she was awarded the Scouting Good Ser-

vice Medal on her retirement.  

I knew Jane through Hardwick WI which she joined in 1988. I was very 

touched when the WI ósongô Jerusalem was played at her funeral, sung by 

Katherine Jenkins. Looking back at WI photos, it was obvious that Jane loved 

WI ï eating out, dressing up and generally having fun. She was on the com-

mittee for years and was our President from 2012 ï 2015 and she achieved 

such a lot during those three years. Jane was a very keen darts player, a hobby 

which started in WI and she became the captain of Hardwick WI team. Lynn, 

one of her darts team said ñShe was fab at getting the bull but every time, aston-

ished as we always were, we had such funò. During lockdown we started up 

óCuppa, cake & chatô when we could meet in groups of 6 in the garden. Jane 

was always keen to be part of this and during the last one, on May 18th,  
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when the rule of 6 was lifted, she joined us in my garden. Several of us 

were chatting about receiving our state pension and getting our free bus 

passes ï you never know how the conversation develops and the range of 

topics we chat about! Sadly, Jane did not reach that age - she would have 

been 66 on July 3rd. Little did we know then that within a month, Jane 

would no longer be with us.  

To get an overview of Janeôs interests, hobbies and involvement in the 

village, apart from WI, I asked other people for some comments é 

 

Alan West (Headteacher at Hardwick Primary School from 1986 ï 2004) 

writesé 

Jane worked with me at the school as senior lunchtime supervisor for 

many years and all my memories of herare good ones. Always reliable, 

always well organised and always consistent. Without Jane, my job would 

have been so much more complicated. The organising of staff, deploy-

ment around the school and playground cover every day was a much 

more difficult task than she made it look. There are few people in my life 

I can look back on and say they were as successful as Jane in taking on a 

complex job and doing it so well for so long.  I owe her a huge thank you 

on behalf of all the children over all those years that benefitted from her 

calm organisation.  A lovely lady who set herself high standards and 

never faltered in her efforts to achieve them.  

Vernon Spencer (President of Coton Bowls Club) writes é 

Jane was a recent member of the Coton Bowls Club and as Paul men-

tioned in his eulogy at her funeral, she had many varied  interests and al-

ways joined in with enthusiasm and commitment and bowling was no ex-

ception.I have personally known Jane for many years and prior to bowls, 

spent many times with her at scout summer camps and scouting events. 

She was always friendly and kind. 

Jane joined Coton Bowls Club in 2019 after encouragement from Ian, 

who has been a member since 2012. Having never played bowls before, 

she soon got involved and became an enthusiastic participant, always 

willing to contribute to the team and always willing to learn. However, 

Ian may have regretted the encouragement, as he later had to put his hand 

deep into his pocket when Jane needed bowls, kit and all the ancillary 

equipment.  It was great to see them both involved and enjoying their 

time together at our club and playing against local teams.  

                                                                       Continued on page 21 
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S E DAVEY 
PLASTERING  

CONTRACTOR  
All aspects of   

plastering work  
carried out.  

 
Tel: 01954 210941  
Mob: 07711541799  

 
info  

@sedaveyplastering.com  
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Continued from  page  17 

 

 

 

Jane  played bowls right until the end and it came as a great shock and 

sadness to everyone at the club when Ian said jane was ill and in hospital. 

Jane will be sadly missed by all and we will continue to support Ian dur-

ing this difficult period of his life.  

Carolyn Haddadi (a friend) writes é 

What can I say about my lovely friend Jane with whom I have been 

friends for over 35 years? Well, she was kind, good hearted and a good 

listener, she even texted me from the hospital and said ñI still have a good 

earò. We helped each other through lots of ups and downs. She never 

judged. 

We have been on many walks together, we would walk and talk, some-

times we would be walking past the pub and she would say ñletôs pop in 

here rather than carry on walkingò, she would always have a lager shandy 

then we would sit and put the world to rights. 

Jane loved to keep busy, she was really looking forward to starting back 

to Walking Netball, she sometimes got told off for running instead of 

walking. She enjoyed trying new things. 

 

Richard Grenfell (Scouts) writesé 

 

Jane had been a Cub Scout leader before coming to Hardwick and stepped 

smoothly into the role as Akela here in the village. Many boys went 

through the Cub pack while she was the leader, knowing her as Akela in 

the hut but Mrs Giddings in the playground.  

When the Scout Group needed a new Group Scout Leader to help oversee 

the smooth running of all the sections in the group, Jane took on this role. 

She organised the Scout Group committee and recruited new leaders to 

the team; many parents will remember working with Jane in that position. 

She maintained her direct contact with young people by still helping out 

at Cubs and Scouts occasionally and both Jane and Ian would often come 

on camps as base camp support and would volunteer at other Scouting 

events.  

As part of her Group Scout Leader role, Jane helped underpin the wider 

Scout Crafts Hill District and was part of the team that set up the Venture 

Scout Unit in Hardwick.  
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After stepping down as Group Scout Leader in 2007, Jane continued to 

support the Scout Group by serving on the Scout and Guide Hut Commit-

tee. 

 

 

 

Jane was taken away from us far too soon.  She will be greatly missed by 

all those who knew her. 

 

Anne Jones 
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TEJINDER SINGH 

BHACHU 

 
The village has been 

shocked to learn of the sud-

den death of Hardwick 

Stores owner Tejinder 

Singh Bhachu on July 15th. 

Tejinder, known affection-

ately to most of us as TJ, 

moved to the village in 

1990 when his parents John 

and Maya bought the shop.  

 

Over the last three decades, 

he established himself as a 

central and well-liked fig-

ure in the local community 

as both the shop owner and 

as a parish councillor. TJ 

was a friendly and warm 

man and always made shop and post office customers feel welcome. 

 

He shared many great qualities with his late father John. He too had a 

great sense of humour and an admirable dedication to his family.  

 

Many former paper boys and girls can credit TJ as the man who gave 

them their first paid job. The same can be said of people who worked in 

the shop and it was greatly to his credit that he was able to kickstart the 

working life of so many young people. 

 

Shop staff, both past and present, will remember that working with TJ 

was great fun. Every customer was greeted with a smile. Whether you 

were an employee or a customer, you could always have a laugh and a 

friendly conversation with him. 
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One of TJôs big loves was football. He supported Liverpool and went to 

his beloved Anfield on many occasions.  

 

TJ was also a very brave man. He and his family showed incredible 

strength to keep the shop open and running during the coronavirus pan-

demic. He and Emma were very grateful to the staff who worked extra 

shifts to help them when John died at the start of the year. 

 

Villagers will look back at the time they spent with TJ with real affection. 

Not every village has a shop owner who is also a pillar of the community 

they serve. And it was a role TJ performed exceptionally well.  

 

Our team at Hardwick Happenings send their condolences to Maya, 

Emma, Tara, Taran and Gulvinder and the extended family, and would 

like to say thank you to TJ for his contribution to village life. He really 

will be missed.       

 

DM 
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ñPLEASEò, OH!! <PLEASE!!! óDONôT ñDOò THIS!!! 
 

People think that proof reading is the most boring job in the 
world. I suppose it depends on what youôre reading. Proof 
reading Hardwick Happenings is never boring because 
about half of the copy we receive has already been proof 
read, and because the reader gets a preview of whatôs go-
ing on in the village. But one or two recurring quirks occur 
before the proof readerôs eyes; the excessive misuse of ex-
clamation marks !!! and inverted commas ñ ñ! 

The use of exclamation marks has become common in e-
mails as a way of saying óthatôs a jokeô, but why? If itôs a 
joke the recipient of the e-mail should know that. If not, why 
not say ójoke?ô Itôs certainly not an exclamation, as in ñOh, 
no! she cried. Iôve also noted recently an exclamation mark 
being used with well-known expression, such as óeveryone 
welcome!ô or óbring your own food!ô Whatôs the point of 
that? 

In the novel, Billy Liar by Keith Waterhouse, thereôs a 
scene where a youth is making a poster to put up in a 
youth club. He writes, óHave you paid your ñsubsò??? If not, 
ñwhy notò??ô  Inverted commas are used in stories and nov-
els to highlight the fact that a character is speaking. When 
did they become an all-purpose method of highlighting 
words in a sentence? 

 Village magazines are sometimes used as examples 
of crass amateurism. Ours in not one of these. We aim at 
high standards both in subject matter and presentation. 
Help us to get there.  

Howard. 
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After lockdown, we need an excuse to get to-

getheré 

 

Where can you get a four -course meal plus 

drinks in Hardwick for £25?  

 

Join us at the  

Hardwick Safari Supper  

on 

Saturday 25 th  September 2021  

 
More details and book your meal, contact:  

Anne Jones 01954 211417 

jeffandanne23@gmail.com  

 

Proceeds in aid of St Maryõs Church Fund 

mailto:jeffandanne23@gmail.com
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Today  ( 21st June 2021 - 

Summer Solstice) I had a stroll 

around the glorious gardens at 

Madingley Hall. 

You can also have a cup of 

coffee and a slice of cake 

whilst you are admiring the 

immaculate lawns. 

 

The gardens are Open daily 

from 9am to 4pm. 

 
A bit of history about the hall - 

Construction of the Hall was 

started in 1543 by Sir John 

Hynde and completed by his 

son Sir Francis in the 1590s 

OUT AND ABOUT WITH 

STELLA JOYNER 

MADINGLEY  HALL  


